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NEXT BSHG MEETINGS'

~ SATURDAY MEETING: September 3 at Ellie May's house, 1360 Slaterville
Rd., Ithace, Dish to psss; come in the morning after 11AM; bring
dye pots or skelne to dye. Dyepots will include nsturel dyes,
indigo end perhaps some chemical dyes,

Directions to Ellie's house: i1t 1 on +the corner of Slaterville Ra.
(Route 79) and Homnness Lsne. If you get lost call 272-8224—

- MONDAY MEETING: September 12 st Marisnne Horghler' 5, 1193 Stewart's
Oorners' Rd,, Genca. The program Will be on RAISING SHEEP. Marianne
Horchler will glve tiPs on "starting right with sheep” snd Gretohen
Sachse will speak on "getting good Wool production from your sheep”.
Diah to pass; come at or before 10AM. Bring s cheir (unless you
don't mind sitting on & hay bslel). The meeting will be held
outslde or, in case of raln, in the barn.

Directions to Marisnne's house: from Ithaca take Route 34 North
towards Auburn., BStay on Rte 34 for gbout 18 miles; turn right on
Rte 90 and take first left off 90: Stewarts' Gorners Rd, House
is % mile up the rosd, 6th on the left hand side: 2-story yellow
house with bearn behind 1t, If you get lost call 315/497-1542,

- QCTOBER MONDAY MEETING: Oot., 10 at the Varna flrehouse, 10AM,
Ed1th Johnston, Chsirman of the Upstate Crafts Fair, will tell us
sbout marketing and selllng our work.

BEGINNING SPINNING WORKSHOP

The workshop was successful with 13 people attending - some of these
Were reasl begliuners end some vwere familliar faces wheo were refreshing
their skills or who, after many years of perlpheral activity with the
Gulld, were finally lesrning to spin! We had s good day and the " new"
spinners all éid extremely welll These spinners sre zll members of the
Guild for the rest of the year. The llst of new members includes:

MEMBERSHIP LIST

Attached to this newsletter is a supplement to the Membership List. If you
find an error in it, please let Mary Ann Sumner know so that we can keep our
records and the mailing 1ist correct. By the way, the mailing labels have been
retyped and if there are errors in your address, please let Jean Currie know.
Mary Ann's phone is 257-5754 and Jean's is 564-9346. Thanks!

STATE FAIR

Ruth Ho1royd (Rochester area) was the judge for handspuns this year. She is a
superlative weaver and lacemaker. Those placing that we know of so far,are
Suzie Hokanson, Nancy Morey, Jean Warholic and Jean Currie

SHEEP FIELD DAY

~ Sheep Field Day hosted by the SchuyTer Chemung, Tioga BOCES will be held -
_September 17, 10-4pm at 431 Philo Rd., Elimira, Call 607/739-3581 for more info




FALL-IN FESTIVAL ' ’

Remember the Fall-In progream sponsored by the Cornell FPlantatlons
on October 1., We are committed to hmving some spiunners to demonstrat\
that day -~ working on something to do with plants, elther spinning
cotton, flex, remie, or plsnt-dyed wool, or, 1f you want %o help
with dyeing, Kay Rogs ( B544-8050) could use some help., Please come;
this will probsbly be one of our msjor demonsirastions thie year and
"1s 1llkely to take the place of the demonstration part of Wool Day, |
i1f we discontinue that in its old format. a

OOTOBER WORKSHOPS

Remember Linda B. Welker will be here on October 28-30 to glve
presentations on small flock management, spinning for deslign, and
alternatives in wool processing., More informstion 1s on 1lis way soon.

UPCOMING EVENTS

# ANNUAL MEETING OF RATIOBAL COLORED WOOL GROWERS ASSOUIATION: Sept.
2 & %, Puture Farmers of Amerloas Center, Trafalgar, indlana, If i
you happen to be in the ares don't miss 1%t; the event will include
 many exhibits, contests, colored sheep show, fleece show, sheepdog
demonstrations end more. A Sheep Symposlum 1s also echeduled for ;
Sept, 4 & 5 at nearby Pranklin Oollege. For more information see |
Marianne Horchler,

"% PIRST ANNUAL SHEEP TQO SHAWL CONTEST: hosted by the New York State
Falr snd Oherry Valiey Jountry Spinners, Sunday, Sept. 4, 1-5PM
in Sheep Barm. For infe, call Tishe Lock 315 697=T341,

% SILK WORKSHOP: Sept. 9, 10 & 11 st Stone Ridge, N.Y. (near Kingston).
Write Judlth Greenfield, R.D. 1, Box 510, Stone Ridge, N.Y. 12484

y s~

% POLK ART IN NEW YORK STATEH: Workshop to be held Sept., 9 & 10 8t -
he Fenimore Housse, New York Stlate Historicsl Association, Cooperstownd
Registration fee for 2-day workshop: $20 for members of RCHA or NYSHA; |
$30 for non-members; one day: $10 for members, $15 for non-members. _
Write Reglonal Conference of Historicel Agencles, 314 E, Seneca St., |
Menlius, N.Y. 13104,

% SHEEP FIELD DiY: sponsored by the Allegheny Plateau Sheep and Wool
Growers Ooop, inc, W1ll include various exhibits, sheep ghow &
sale, fleece show, spluning demonstretions, a sheepdog demonstratlon
and clinic (still in the planning) snd s eplnning competition,

This will be held at the Feirgrounds in Norwich Sept. 17, 10-5PM,
Entries for the spinning competitlion must be in by Sept. 17. For
entry forms see Marianne Horchler,

# Open House at Mount Saviour Monmetery in Elwira: Sept. 18 from
Noon-4PM, Our Guild hes been asked to demonstrate spinning during
the afternoon, If you can volunteer plesse oall Jean Ourrie

564-9346 ,

# "SHAKBRS: Asneots-of the Oulture of en Americsn Religious Society"s
- K Oonference to be heid in Albany -Sept. 15, 16 & 17. Write Bhaker




OF TTHACA and TIOGA COUNTY SHEEP GROWERS
presents three workshops with - '

LINDA BERRY WALKER

The BLACK SHEEP HANDSPINNERS GUILD

WORKSHOP I:  SMALL FLOCK MANAGEMENT

(One evening: Pridéy, October 28, 1983 -- 7:00-10:00 p.m,
: Cooperative Extension Office, 56 Main St., Owego, New York
[second street in, parallel to the river].) :

A workshop on raising sheep in a small flock and for wool quality. ‘Discussion
of breeds best suited to this locality, as well as good husbandry and management
practices, [There is no materials fee for this workshop.]

WORKSHOP 11: WOOL AWARENESS AND PROCESSING (Limitf 30 pecple)

(One day: Saturday, October 29, 1983 - 9:30-4:00 p.m.
Varna Community Association, Rt. 366, Varna, New York [near Ithaca}.)

Exploration of the many different wools available to handspinners and the uses
for which each wool is best suited. Many examples will be available to spin.
Alternatives to handcarding will be touched upon briefly and there will then be g
detailed discussion of various forms of commercially processed wools and a chance
to spin them.  [Materials feeincliuded in workshop costs.] '

WORKSHOP III: SPINNING FOR DESIGN (Limit: 30 people)

(One day: Sunday, October 30, 1983 -- 9:30-4;00 p.m, : _
Varna Community Association, Rt. 366, Varna, New York [near Ithaca].)

Yarn design with emphasis on designs which handspinners can most effectively
and efficiently use. Techniques covered are blending, plying, dyeing, and espe-
cially different spinning techniques, using a variety of fibers. [Materials fee
included in workshop costs. ]

* % %k *%

PLAN TO BRING...

'

For Workshop I: Whole fleeces to be critiqued.

For Workshops Il and III: Bring your wheel {oiled and in good working order, of
coursel), several bobbins, lazy kate, handcarders, notebook. For discussion pur-
poses, bring fleece and/or handspun yarns you are having trouble with, garments
and/or yarns for show and tell. There will be many wools and fibers to experiment
with as well as equipment to try. COME PREPARED TO WORK HARD and try many new
things -- fibets and techniques! = (Please note: some ‘epinning experience
desirable; on a Bo Dersk seqle of 10, you should be at least a 2 and on your way
to a 3!) : : : 1 UL "

. REFRESHMENTS AND AMENITIES... Coffee will be availsble at Workshops II and TIT .

at 9:00 a.m. Bring your own lunch (a refrigeratqr is'available,.if'négded)-qr

A -
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LINDA BERRY WALKER WORKSHOPS (October 28-30, 1983)  page 2

plan to head for a restaurant -- drinks and fruit provided. There is plenty of
Space at the Varna Community Association building for us to spread out and work
in, but if you are not comfortable sitting on a folding chair, bring your own,

PARKING. A reminder for Workshops II and I1I, we are next to the fire hall.
We will insist that you do not block the big doors for obvious reasons!

REGISTRATION INFORMATION (Read carefully!)

Basic costs: Workshop I $ 10.00 (This is if you take one only,
Workshop II 25.00 Combination registrations get a
Workshop I1II 25.00 price break -- see below.)

Members of Black Sheep Handspinners Guild and/or Ticga County Sheep Growers:

Worksheop I + II + IIT $ 50.00
Workshop I + II or III 30.00
Workshop 11 + III 45.00
Workshops 1 or II or III basic costs above

Nonmembers of Black Sheep Handspinners and/or Tioga County Sheep Growers:

Workshop I + II + ITT ~ $ 60.00
Workshop I + II or III 35.00
Workshops I or II or III basic costs above

REGISTRATION PAYMENT must accompany your form below. No refunds after October 21.
“Members will get registration preference until October 7. - {Membership in the
Black Sheep Handspinners Guild as of September 15.)

FURTHER INFORMATION, if needed: For information about Workshop I, please contact
Nancy Xnight at (607) 659-5275, evenings. Workshops II and III, please contact
Jean Currie at (607) 564-9346, evenings. For more registration forms, call or
write Jean Warholic, 280 Ringwood Road, Freevilie, N.Y. 13068 (607/539-7648 even-
ings}. Registration questions: Mary Ann Sumner, (607} 257-5754,

DEADLINE for registration: October 21, 1983,

*************************'*******************

LINDA BERRY WALKER WORKSHOPS - Date
I will attend the following workshop{s). 1 am a member of BSHG____ and/or

TCSG__. ‘I am not a member of either _ . My check (payable to Black Sheep
Handspinners Guild) is enclosed.

WORKSHOP I: Small Flock Management Amount of check
WRKSHOP II: Wool Awareness/Processing | Send with this form to:
WORKSHOP III: Spinning for Design Lo .

1

»

© _#Mary Ann ‘Sumner -
- 107 Neimi Road

NAME Freeville, N.Y. 13068

 ADDRESS




Heritage Soclety, Trustees Office, Albeny Shaker Rd., Albany, N.Y.
12211, or see Marlanne Horchler.

* "Community Industries of the Shakers: A New Look": now through
January 8, 19847 exhibit held st the New York State Museunm,
Empire State Plaza, Albany, N.Y. 12230, Open dally 10-5PM;
free admission,

* OENTRAL NEW YORK HANDSPINNERS SEMINAR: Sept., 24 & 25 at the
Sheraton Inn, Liverpool, N.Y. Sponsored by the Golden Fleece
Splnners Soelety, Saturday's program Aincludes "Spinning Wheels
and Related Equipment” by Dors Swart, "Wool Fibers Source and
Finished Product” by FEdns Blackburn,snd & Fashion Show, On
Sunday there will be 4 workshops: Oarding & Spinning Woolen &
Worsted, Skirting & Preparing a Fleecce, Breed Fleeces, & Notural
& Commerclal Dyeilng, Registrstion fee for esch day 1s §$15;
Saturday hours: 9:30AM -~ 9PM; Sunday: 9:15AM - 4PM, Send
registration to Golden Pleece Spinners Soclety o/o Omrol Bell,
5530 Plazza Lene, Olay, N.Y. 13041, Desdline is Sept. 1.

# YPIBER: ART AND PUNCTION": Bastern Great Lekes Fiber Conference,
Sept. 30, Oct. I & 2, Pittsburgh Expo Mart, Monrceville, Ps,
Eponsored by the Weavers Guild of Pittsburgh; many workshops
offered; of interest to spluners: Design in Single Spun Yarn,
Plying = The Novelty Yarns, Hendspinning 811k, and Dyeing Weol
& Cotton with Natural Plent Msterisls, Registration fee: §55;
deadline is Sept, 2, Write %o Joy Herren, 101 Washington Ave.
#3111, Oskmont, Pa., 15139 - (412)828-3267.

* Handsplnning Workshops: st the River Farm in the Shenandogh Valley,
Virginla, Beglinner Spinning: Sept. 30, Oct, 1 & 2. Instruction:
§84., Intermediate Spinming: Oet, 28,29 & 30, Instruotion: §84,
Intensive Study (Beginner Spinning, Dyeing, Uses of Wool Yarn):

Nov. 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7. Instruction: $150. Intensive Study
(Intermediate/Advanced Spinning, Dyeing & Finlshed Products):

Jen, 26, 27, 28, 29 & 30, 1984, Instruction: $150 + $15 fibers fee,
Bring carders & spindle for esch sesslon, Write The River Farm,

Rt. 1, Box 401, Timberville, Va. 22853, :

NOTES

- The Guild's August 8 meeting was held st Joan Johnston's house,
Jean Ourrie demonstrated carding with e drum carder and Joan
shoved 8ll the different things her carding machine oan do.

- Linda Dyett, a New York-based writer, is preparing s book asbout
hand~knitting supplies. It will contain mail order resource
information about handspun yarns, Interested spinners sre welocome
to contact her, mend semples, information on price, shipping,
fiber & dye content, etc, Write her at 170 Second Ave., New York,

N.Y, 10003,

~ Recent sdditions to the Library include the foilowing:

Fleece in your Hands, b Beverly Horne:
Plore Faotg, by Bette Hgﬁhbarg;y ’
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Hand Woolcombing and Splnning, by Peter Tenl;
Handspinner's Handbook, & Handspindles, by Bette Hochberg
Handspinning Ootton, by Olive and Harry Linder A\
The New Dyer, by Selly Vinroot & Jennle Orowder \
Spin, Span, Spun, by Bette Hochberg \
~S1lk, a brief history {(pamphlet) - = \
Magazines: X ' . \
The Web, March 1983

Shuttle, Spindle & Dyepot, Winter 1982 & Spring 1983
Spin Off, Spring 1983

Handwoven, March-April 1983 ,

1982 Suppliers Directory, Handweavers Guild of America,

ADVERT ISEMENTS

Mohalr Adult §5, Spring Kid $6,5Q, Fall Xid $8 per pound, Washed
and picked $2 extrs per pound. Drop spindles $10. You pay shipping.
The Dragon Farm, P.0. Box 431, Elgin, Texas 78621. 1/3

For Sale - Black Frenmch Angora Rabbits - §15,00 or trade for fleece
or yarn. Wanted - used drum carder. Both ltems, contaot Helen
Kiker, 14 Redwood Lsne, Ithacs, NY 14850, Tel. (607)273-3124, 1/1

New at the WOOLERY: The Support Spindle: it fits in your pocket; just
8et 1% on your lap and epinl $26, Ron Parker's "The Shee BookY,
Just published, en excellent book on relsing sheep, 34& pages Full
- of practloal advice, $19,95. "Spinning snd Weaving with Wool" by
Pauls Simmons, $12.95, New fibers: Tussah silk sliver, honey color,
$3.85/2 o0z,; vicuns down {Llats Tamil » belge color, very fine & soft),
5.25/3 0z.; brown alpsca top, #4.50/{ 0z.; mohalr top, off-white,
4 oz.; grey mohair top, very lustrous, é#.so/ﬁ 0z,; remle top
a good plant flber for the Oornell Fall-Inl), lustrous white,
$2.50/4 oz, TFree delivery to Ithscs., The WOOLERY, R.D., # 1,

Genoa, N.Y, 13071, 315/497-1542, - | 1/1
One charcoal grey ewe lawb for sale., Finn with Terghee and Romney.
Fine soft fleece. 4 twin from an excellent mother. $95. Joan
Johneton, 272-2697. 1/3

Way Station Yarns & Plbers, Greene Depot, Greene, N.Y. Imported

and Domestic Yarns & Fibers for knltting and spinning. Louet

spinning wheels. Accessories, tools, dyes, books, gquilting supplies,
including 100% cotton prints snd broadcloth. Olmsses in knitting,
spinning and quilting, 607/656-7669. Open Mon,~Fri, 9-5, Sat, /3
9=3, ,

Hendspinning Fleeces - Romney's - white and black = B0me crospes
(Tunis, Finn-Remb,, ete,) - Purebred Romney lambe, white & blaock,
rous & ewes, 607/562-8875 or lesve messege try 607-733-0184),

Ezre Wolcott, Deering Hill Parm, Sing Sing Rd., Box 456, Big Flats,
NY 14814, 5/12

Flook Reduction: My husband says there are too many sheep, Black
~end white Romney and Romney orosses, meny With lambs at their side.
-Average fleece welght was 8 1bs. as lambs. Prices are negotiable,
Gretohen Sachse 607-347-4396,. _ /3
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FOR SALE: 22" Harrisville 4-harmess floor locm. TFolds up and fits }
in back of car, Greast for demonstrating. New lesthers and nylon :
cords, Pully sssembled. $190.,00, Also Pr, Angora rsbbits., Denise |
Nunn, R.D., # 1, Box 375, Newark Velley, N.Y. 13811, 607/642-5568., &§/3 .

Romney Wool: Black, white and grey. A good seleotlon of healthy,
long staple fleeces all well-skirted, A few hogget flesces offer
Romney characteristics plus softness too., Gretchen Sachse 607/
S4T-4396, /3

Brother knitting Machines. Sales, Service and instruction. PBulky XY 230.and
Electrokmit KHOIU {with corpubter; on dlsplay. 105 disconnt to guild members.

Tpanian & Chinese Cashmere ready to spin, naturel cream color $3/oz. postpaid.
Assorted colors fine wool yarn on cones $5/1b , Complete Yine of Bartlettyarns
ineluding sportweight $12/1b. Clean fleeces in white, silver greys & black

available Jan. 1st. Libby Idop, Inverness Sheep Farm, 3079 Fowlerville Hda, 14
Caledonia, M.Y. 1hh23.  716-226-2788. ‘ <./6

. H

: i o Corriedale, Lincoln .
“lhite Bwe or Ram Lambs of Romney, Border Felcestar, v 3

g%izgdggq.l Available throush Autumn with best varielty now. W?}te to IJ.SfXLa.ULsurl,éy6
Dox 195C RDZL, Odessa, 1Y 11869 or call for location; Tel. (607) 59L=3708,

| e 2 01
For ssle: 5 REGISTERED BLACK FINN EWE_LAMBS, 2 twing & one tripleths 722>

4180 one bleck Finn X Tesrghee ewe lsmb, born a twin, and one black
5/8 Pinn x Tunis-Dorset ewe lamb, born s triplet from e 14 months

old 3/8 Finn ewe with reddish fleece, All lambs were sired by our
‘regis. black Fimn ram from Canada. Marlanne Horchler, RD # 1,

‘Genom, NY 13071. 315/497-1542, 2/3
. POR SALE Reg, LINCOLN ram lsmbs, Alsoc COLORED resm =nd ewe lambs
from g Spluner's flock. -Lincoln snd Romney crossed on Border
Leicester, Suffolk, Cheviot, to give softness, length, and luster,
to the fleece ps well as size to carcess. Gloria Scennell, Weavercroft
Farm, Schodsck Landing, NY 12156 {near Albsny). 518/732-2316. 3 /3

IEDTou DYSTHY SUPPLTES 4o kesp you in the blue! Natural indigo patiies, svnthetic
indizo paste, and Spactralite. Will bring to Saturday group meetincs, or call or /q E
write for prices and ‘nformation. Jean Warholic, 280 Ringwood Hoad, Freevilie, :

HoY, 13058, (ou7/539-706L8,

“kn

FOR SALE: Healthy, well-established madd
' Y, er plants. $3.00 and $4.
depending upon size.  Call or write to order, Can bring to gui?d gge$?0h’

ings; small additional charge if shipping required. D i
Ringwood Road, Freeville, N.Y. }3058?9 (207/239-§6&8) on Warholic, 280 a/él

$625. 0a1l 60?f§§gi$ijg.harness Nilus Leclerc with Beunch & 12" reed,

PRSI SES JURE St ol

2/3

[T S S

WOOLWORKE 15 now open for ocustom carding! Sho ﬁduis e -12 i
Thurs, and 10-2 Ssturday. Or oall iaran_appofntment:gg0732%§:2§;;5m’ i

Special offer through June: I will teasse your wool - up %0 5§ =« on the |
ploker for you. After that you will have to tease it'fpuli the locks ot
~apart) yourself, I slso have svailsble small quantitiee of black, white M'J‘

L




6 N

& dyed wool you cen add to your own fleeces for variety, at 50¢/
ounce,

This machine does g great Job on nice well-wWashed wool; when your
batt or roving is finished you will want to rush off and spin it.
It is also excellent for blending angora, silk, end dog helir with

\
\

wool,

hot weter, 1 cup Joy to 5 # fleece, let sosk at least 4 hours. Rinse |
well in werm water. Spin excess water out 1n Washing mechine, NEVER

AGITATE by hevd or

But, two warnings: 1.
good batts or roving in return.
get crummy batts or possibly none.

machine,

Don't use sosp,

Bring your good wool & you will get
Bring your crummy wool and you will
2. Wash the wool well,

You can use

Obadlah Tharp's spinning & carding oil after washing,

Spin something different: CARDED GOTT
White & colored Finn & Finn X fleeces
For sheep lovers vwe h

clean,
stamps, potholders
hgndcarders, and g

the new Country Oraftema
&8 seen in the movie "Gandhi" (The boo

costs only $36

finished and resdy

splndles, books & mOTE...

sell at the shop

Sent by Jean Currie:

By WILLIAM E. SCHMIDT

Special to The New York Times

GOODING, idahe, Aug. § — Only
three years ago ranchers grazed more
than 40,000 sheep on the lush fields
amid the sagebrush hills along the
[Snake River,

‘Now there are fewer than half that
number of sheep here. Five of the coun-
ty's major sheep ranchers have sold
D, in some cases replacing their
flocks with cattle hexds. At least one
bther operator has filed for bankrupt-

7 fWe like to sny that Sheepherding 1s
the :second oldest profession in the
world,” snid John Faulkner, a third.
generation sheep ranther here whose:

lock nf2,000 is the largest inithe state,

R e

or vias UPS,
RD # 1, Genoa, NY 13071,

& T-shirtst

to useil)

ON, beautiful & soft, $3/1b.
s 82l1 sklrted & extremely
ave sheep books, cards, posters,
Drum carders, wool & cotton
varlety of spinning wheels including Ashford,
n, and the little Charkhe Indisn wheel
k-size welghs 2% 1bs. and
ineluding 3 spindles and & gkeiner!
is $39 including skelner;

know if the industry can survive, at
least not the way we have traditionalily
known it in the Western range states. "

It is now, in late sumimer, that ranch-
ers in Idaho normally move their fat-
tened ldmbs to market. And with prices
this year at barely 50 cents a pound, the
lowest in five years, even those sheep
operators who have hung on are now
talking about getting out of the busi-
ness, .

Mr. Faulkner gaid that, barring a
sharp and unexpected turnaround in
the market, he, too, might be forced to
sell his entire fiock over the next two

~John Peavey, an 1dsho State Senator
whtris a sheep rancher, said he is look”

AR i S B Vg AL e et )

ing for buyers f¢.t his flock of more than |
ﬁfTh%Neinqu TimesiBfl?}BSi o 1 i

Westem Sheep Rénch ers Fighting to Survive

“Everyons in agriculture is hurting:
these days,” said Mr. Peavey, whose
family has been grazing sheep in the
scenic ceniral hightands of Idaho sipce
near the turn of the century. *But the
difference is that mest of your cattle-
men and the grain growers are going to
bounce back eventually, 'm afraid
that sheep ranching Is an industry al-
ready headed for extinction.” :

The sheep rancher’s problems are a
ot bigger than the low prices and high
interest rates that have taken a sharp
toll on sgriculture generally. .

| There is competition ‘trof Austris-
{lian and New Zealand exports, which

Use very

Attache size
both are made out of teak wood snd are
4180 bsll winders, jumbo flyers,

SASE for brochures & price list. We
Free delivery to Ithaca,

| THE WOOLERY,
or call Marianne Horchler 315/4

97-1542, - /3
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aestic Jamb market in this country.
iere is consumer indiference to lamb
roducts. There are the rising costs of

{abor, including herdsmen and sheep-

-~ ghearers.

+~ Nearly all of the herdsmen have to be
s irported. Most of the sheepshearers,
as well, are foreigners. But before
'orld War II the sale of wool repre-
ssented a.big pari of the sheeg rancher's
Hncome; it represents less than 15 per-
?R today &8 a result of synthetic
fibers and imported wool.

~.And, the sheep ranchers assert, there
#e the continuing losses of sheep each
war to predators, such as coyoles,

nee the Federal Government banned -

p-use of range poison more than 11
ATS BEO, : '
Like their old foes the caftle ranch.
L, with whom they once foght bloody
tties over use of the range, the sheep
hchers have a long and rich heritage
-the Wegtern states. In the 1930's
wre than 1.8 million breeding ewes
wre run on the wide rolling ranges of
leho alone, supplying natural wool for
othing and fresh Inmb meat.
By 1973 the number was down to
awar than 547,000, This vear there are
wer than 400,000, and the number is
spected to drop even further over the |
#XL two years, Idaho is the ninth larg- |
#t sheep-producing state in the nation. |
The decline marks a transition in the |
ndustry, away from the traditions)
range operations, in which renchers
ndl. their herders would move thou-
Wil of sheep over hundreds of square
miles of Faderal grazing lands, and to-
wird smalier flocks,

Producers Are Increasing

- “In fact, while the sheep popuiation in’
Jdaho declined 12 percent in 198 and 8
percent more in 1982 alone, the nurnber
of producers actually increasad to 2,400
from 2,200 as farmers bought small
sambers of the animais to graze in pas-
mres,

- For Amerlean consumers, the chang- | -

ug economics of the sheep industry has !
nade little difference. The per capita
consumption of lamb is lese than 2
pounds aunvally, as against more than
13 pounds of beef, according to the:
Jdaho Wool Growers Assoclation ;
What it has affected are the small!
rural communities in sheep country |
where the loca! economy has, in large |
part, been dependent on the shegpmen,
“8isty percent of the indusiry ts stll
arange Industry,” said Stan Boyd, who
.45 the executive secretary of the Wool
- [rowers Association. “But these days,
+ it’s just hanging on by its toenails. And
=when these guys go oul, you are going
Yo los’e a big part.of opr, Western herit-
(3 ’ & Aok,

“Mr. Boyd estifuates the industry
Lpumps more than $100 million inte the
Latate’s economy, withgugh the amount
Hs an ever smaller share of ldaue's §)-
jzbllion-plus agricultural economy.

- - Trucking Rates Are Down

“pentral Jdaho,” the number of
rucking combpanies has Qropped to two |
Froma nearly 10 a few years ago. Truck.
ing rates have also plummeted, refisct-
dng the falllng demand by sheepherd.
swre, Truckers who charged $2.10 & !
FHoaded 'mile two years agd are asking

|
soonly $1.90 this summey.

i
H

T .

Meanwhile, more and more Federal |
grazing allotments are gojng unused,

- which means a Joss of revenue to local

:jgovernments. They share in the fees

paidto the Federal Government for use
" of the land. In the area near Gooding,

barely 50 percent of the current allot-.

ments are being used.

Like others here, Mr. Boyd said

~gheep rancher were -in -worse -shape
than other segments of the agricuitural
economty., He said that even before
“prices began to fall and interest rates
‘started to climb, the industry was
fighting tohangon. - _
One problem, he said, is that Jamb is
the only red meat product on which
there is bo import quota. Ranchers say
this makes them vulnerable to what

they claim is the “‘dumping” of lamb i
-groducts on the United States market |
DY

growers in New Zealand and Atis-

tralia, altho
wris declined sharply in 1982. -

the level of foreign im-

" Production costs in those countries
ire chicaper than in the United Siates,

jsheep ranchers $1.3 million. That nurn-

.paign to have Compound 1030 reli-

md ﬂme indusiry is heavily s‘gbs_ic_li;ed. |

fn aqdition, New Zealand ranchers do|..

not have one problem that sheep
rancher here curse with fury: the
coyote. o
Ranchers say the cunning predator
thas had free run of the range and sheep
flocks since the Fegeral Government
jbanned the use of the poison, Com-
fpourkd 1080, in 1972, "Environmental
fgroups sald the poison represented an
[extreme hazard, not only to coyotes but
to other wildiife and even hurnans.
© According to a gecent survey in|-
Idabo, the covote was blamed for the
loss of more than 21,000 sheep in the
state last year, & loss that cost the

ber was more than 76 percent of the
4otal number of sheep and lambs lost,
wver all to predators, including bears,
hobeats, eagles end foxes,

This year, ratichers mounted a cgm-

-censed by the Enviromental Protection

Agency. The aggency conducted hear-
Angs on the matter in several Western
states last spring, but no decision has
‘been announced.

Sheepherders Are Essentlal

" Ancther problem facing the industry
s the rising cost of labor, especially
ssheepherders, most of whom are for-
-eigners who have been imported from
zgeru. Mexico and the Basque region of

paln,
Sheep ranchers say that these for-
wign herders, who are ralsed in sheep-

.

Lgrowing regions, are essential to the in-
ustry, since only they seem to possess
he gentle and seemingly intuitive wkill
pcessary to keep sheep moving easly

Hverthe range, - L )
. ‘Mr. Faulkner, who fs anticipatinga |
Hoss Of &t Jeast 3400:,090 mism"lﬂne’
pld he had en annbal ‘payrolliof

il has boen, 'If you taks care of your|

Horthe last three yeats,-that-hae hot :
fbeenthecase,” .. . LT 0

" New Zealanders Do Shearing

" “While the competition from synethic
fibers and forelgn imports has lessened |
the value of wool over the years, ranch-
T#rs also complain about a lack of
tyained sheepshearers, Much of the

ighearing these days is done by New
%ea!anaem, who travel through the

tWest" in-the -March-lambing - season, :

iwhen ranchers gather their wool.
I:>°One attempt to reverse the slumping
Hortures of sheep ranchers has heen a |
{growing campaign by sheep industry|
#rade organizations to increase sthe
samount of money spent on promotidhal
Bidvertising aimed at increasing the:
ptisumption of lamb products. . -
1 a meeting this week in Colorado, |
nembers - of the National -Wool
Growers Association also discussed an
mttempt to increase exports of Ameri-
“ean lamb products to-the Middle East
and the Orient. g o
=, “Omly 5.percent of the American pub-
e eats lamb,” said Mr. Boyd, “If we;
i }ust got that number up to 10 per-
; think it could turn the whole in-|
iustry around.” e

f=1
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Kay Riddell,

“I was counting sheep when one of them wet the bed.”
From the March '83 Web

it

1
%?63’3TH@€TV%43 Rd.,

3 4881-
%Ag;zﬁquh&éﬁwnmgsﬂ“NXJ,

ji%f% i1




