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. WARM HELLOS to all of you, after the holiday festlvitieslsi ‘We hope you had a
lovely Chrigtmas and rousing New Year celebiidtion, and that 1981 will be a terrific

year for all of us! Warm hellos especially after these subzero temperatures we've been
having, £00, .. o . ' '

: However9 COLD GOODBYES 1f we don't receive your membershlp dues renawal goon. If we
don't hear from you by the February 9 meeting, this will be your last newsletter -- and
while we won't abandon you forever, we will miass you gredtlyl DUES: $4.00 Active Mem~
beratip; $6.00 Inactive; and $2.00 Student (full-time). <Checks paysble to Black Sheep
Handspinners Guild. Send to our new Treasurer, Daisy Kirkpétrick (».0,; Box 100, Slater-
ville Springs, N.Y. 14881l). Or give to Daisy at the next meeting. ' Please advise if
your address or telephone number has changed from what we have liated (o where this
newsletter goes). Do it now, before you forget!

JANUARY 31 ~—~ SATURDAY GROUP MEETTNG, Hoon to 4:00 p.m., Room 530 in the Vet School
Building, Coxriell University. ILf you've lost your Dec.. newsletter.with the map already,

or can't remember how to get there, or have any questions, plesse call Jean Currie ( 64~ ;
’ 9346) Bring your lunch, show-and~tells, and a friend! Coffee, tea provided.

FEBRUARY 9 -- MONDAY GUILD MEETING. 10330 a.m. L0 aboﬁt.2:30 Paie, Tin Can, near Stewant
Park. Business meeting, then program. Program: FIBER. BLENDING with Suzie Hokanson.
Bring: carders, spinning wheel or drop-spindle, washed wool, unusual fibers you can
share, anything else of interest on the subject (things you'’ve wmade or purchased, etc.).
The Guild will provide some fibers. This should be fun for all of us, beginners or
otherwiae -- hope to see you therel! As always, meetings are open to anyone interested,
80 do bring a frimnd. Coffee, tes provided.

FEBRUARY 28 -- SATURDAY GROUP MEFTING, 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m., see -above. There is a

poseibility that we will be demonstrating at the INSULATION show instead. Plans should ]
be definite by the January 31 m&eting9 or call Jean Currﬁe.

A REMINDER: The Guild;mea&a.tha'ﬁecond Moriday of each month, usually at the Tin Can, near
Stewart Park. When in doubt, call Maria Steve (387-5559) or Doris Brown (273-6173).
Summer meetings ave usually at & member's home, The Saturday Group meets the last
Saturday of the month -~ now at the Vet Bullding, Cornell University; summertime usually
at a member's home. All meetings are subject to inclimate weather or holiday changes,
and this will be mentioned in our newsletters or, during the winter when we have unex-
pected snowstorms, over the radio (WHCU,- WIKO).

THE MONDAY MEETING PRBGREMS for the rest of the year havea heen tentatively planned by

Doris Brown and Marla Steve, Ag always, suggestions are welcomed for programs ~- talk
with either of them about your ideas or wishes, ..

March - Felt (Naney Leahy, Dorils August - Dyepots-to-pass.
.. Brown); plan Wool Day. September - Chemical Dyeing. ‘ ;
April - ¥Flax, - October ~ Color Blending, with the i
May - Wocl Day (in lieu of our dyed fibers from prev. months.
- yegular meating?)q - ,"November ~ Annual Critlqued Show; elec~
- June = to be announced. S : F tion of 1982 officers,

July ~ Indigo. cochinegl dyepots.- - December - Christmas Party
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INSULATLON SHOW, Fab, 28 and Harch 1, Women's Community Building, Ithaca. Hours: 11 a.m. \

to 4:30 p.m. . Sponsored by the Ithaca Textile Arts Guild (LieSE<Bronfenbrennerg Edith
Johnston). Our Guild will have a sales tahle and will be demonstrating., We will plan
any last-minute details at the Feh, 9 meeting, but in the meanwhile, if you can demon~
strate and/or help with the ssles table, call Maris Steve (387-5559) . We need a few
wore people for Sunday, Mar. 1, for the day... This could be quite an exclting show
and exhibit, along the theme of itg title (to warm the body and cheer the spirit) , with
work and helping hands between now and then... : '

ECCK DAY was January 10 -~ we uissed gome old {(and new) faces, but a good time was had
by 811l There was plenty of good food (see below for Nancy Leahy's squash soup recipe,
printed here unavoidably by populap demand!)} , excellent company {of coursel), and with
MANY fun and interesting'ﬁhOWmaﬂdﬁtells. We hope you made note of them all, although
certainly one of the bilgpest attention-getters was Phil Sponenberg’s bicyele spinning
wheel (dubbed, of "Schwin-Ashford" makel), Alas and alack, no spinners from Cherry
Valley or Thistledown country, ., ' 4 .

We had a spinning contast to see who could epin the longest and finest varn in 10
ninutes - working in padys {a spinner and g carder who switched after § ninutes), we
nad seven teams competing and it was pretiy lively! Hspeclally after we have them their
handicap (which will sound familiar to Thistledowners from a seminar years ago) of wear-
ing UEAVY WORK GLOVES while spinningl What anguishi (And a nod of appreciation to Ed
Kabelac and Cornell's Buildings & Grounds Dept., who were kind enough to loan us the
glovesi} ‘“he winning team of Chris Matijas and Daisy Kirkpatyrids spun 93 feet, and even
when we docked them for three feet for a big thick spot, they spuit considerably more than
their nearest competitors. The prize was a 1/2-1b of rayon each., The booby prize went
Lo the team of Carolyn Steve. {age 8) and Ann Olson (just leaxning to spin on a wheel)
who made a valiant effort and spun a total of 12 foat! _

We were pleased to meet Leslle Sayet and Marde Scott, guests of gploners who came,
It was a WONDERFUIL day to start off the New Yearii} '
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. Hancy Leshy's Squash Soup {Recipe makes a big poti) .

Cook and mash four big (butternut) squashes, (Any kind will

* d0.) lake a medium-thick white sauce (mavgerine, flour, milk),
about a quart., Put in squash, add 1/2-1b. cheddar cheese, box or
envelope of sour cream dip with onions, salt to taste., Add 1/4-. °
cup of maple syrupl Pured in blender. Heat through. Add one
can of evaporated milk (or regular milk if already quite thick)
before serving.

GET WELL WISHES go out to Alice Wood, who has been feeling under the weathey these pas
few weeks, It was an uncomfortable Chiistmas for her, we missed her at Rock Day, and
know she would like to hear from her friends... (#304, DeWiit Park Apts., Noveh
Cayuga Street, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. 273-7191.)

LAY ROSS just got back from g glorious week of skilng in Canadal You might want to ask
her sbout it, the next time you stop in zt the Heritage Craft Shop! ...and sign her
cast! .

Madeleine Mau may have thought she was golng to spend the next few months keeping warm
in Florvida, bhut Judging from the temperatures we've heard reported (8%F, Tallahassee),
she obviously took some of our weather with hex!ll

\
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STILL FOR SALE: A Green Spring splnnlng wheel, compact, ready for traVellng. Essentially
unused. - $80.00. Also, one pair of curved-back carders, $15, also unused.. Call Pat at §
564-7651. - 5 . ‘ _ w3 L3% |

SILX IN. JANUARY... Luxurlously beautiful white and tussah in combed and carded rovings.
Send SASE for- our new price list and free ‘samples. Coccoond, waste gilk, silk hankies,
spindles, and MORE, B8ilk is perhaps the wmost beautiful fiber of all (naLurally!)
FALLBROOR -HOUSE, RD #2 - Box 17, Troy, PA 16947. (717/297-2498) _ 6/9

BLACK RAMS for sale, ready for breedlng, yvearling ox spring lambs. ICorriedale and Finn
blood, All twins, born from flock with 190% lambing average. $75 each. Alge, wool socks
(replicas of W.W.I awmy socks). Libby ILlop, 3079 Fawlerv;lle Road, Caledonla, N.¥. 14423,

_ *3/3%
HOWEY FROM OUR BEES. $1. 00/pound.' (Quart jar holds about three pounds ) will have at
Guild meetlngs, or call to order: Donald Warholic, 539~ 7648 evenings. S *3/3*

YHE TARBY SHOP. has information on HarrlsV1lle Dasign's new 40" loom. It's heavy enough
for making rugs. $480 Plus shipping for the kit. For rag rug weavers and others: cuti-
ing paper, leather, vinyl. BAnd there's the new "revolutionary" OLFA POTARY CUTTER at !
$11.90 (including mat to cut on). Replacement hlades, 2 for $3.25. Cotton and linen

yarns, reeds, heddles, shuttles, warping frames, etc. always avallable! ‘Mon.~Thursday,
12 to 5 pum., 49 German Crossroad, Ithaca. (607/273-3308). ' 1/3

YARN TO EWE has new hours: evenings, 5-8 p.m., and Sat./Sun., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. We have
yarns for weavers, fleeces, carded New Zealand wool, Beka looms, and other supplies to
help you ox your favemite spinner make fiber magicl Our shdp also features old and anti-
que items. Handcrafted consignments accepted. Genegantslet Road, Greene, N.¥. 13778.
(607/656-8359, Gloria Alamo.) 2/3

REMEMBER US foxr all your fiber needs —— spinners, weavers, quilters;, knitters, and rug
hookers alikel The new little "mini" Iouet wheel is finally in; be sure to try it! Lots
of gpinnable fibers: alpaca, Karakul, low camel, mohair, rayon, yak, flax, silk, pima
cotton, and wool. Sheep stamps, posters. Moshimer rug patterns, quilters' stencils,
templates, leather thimbles, and marking pens. Knitting patterns, notions, and yarns.
Dyes foxr any fiber.. Books galore. THE HERITAGE CRAFT SHOP, Dyyden, N.Y. (607/844-
438l) Hours: 10:a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. 2/3

DON* T Fﬂ“MET wis The Gulld Carding Machine and Spinning Wheel (Ashford) may be rented by
members (or borrowed for demonstrations). Sign-ups for both are slow right now -- call
Marion Wikoff (607/387-5410) to put your name on the list .for either of them. And be
gsure to' check out the wondexrful books and- periodjaals in our Gulld Library —-- available
at each meeting... (BSHG ad)

WE ARE REALLY CHEAP -- yes we are! Ads in thisz newsletter are 50¢ each or 3/$81.00 for a
four-line ad, ~Deadline is the second Monday of each month (althoughi the newsletter comes
out 8-10 times per year). MNake check payable to Black Sheep Handspinmers Guild and send
it with your ad copy to: Jean Warholic, 280 Ringwood Road, Freeville, N.Y. 13068. (Or
call for further information, 607/539-7648 evenings.)
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BOCK REVIEW. The Run of the Mill: A Pictorial Narrative of the Expansion, Dominion,
Decline, and Enduring Impact of the New Eneland Textile Industry by Steve Dunwell. First
printing, 1978; second, 1979. (Boston, Mass.: David R, Godine, Publisher, 306 Dartmouth
Sireet, Boston, Mass.-O?llﬁ )} The first part is a history of textile mills and related
processes in the New Lngland area. The seﬂond part 18 a unique lock at what is there now,
recollections of people who've worked or are working in the mills, and a look toward the .
very bleak future of the towms and thelr people. OQutstanding text; excellent photographs
and illustratlons. Jean Warholic is trying to locate some coples on remainder: other- ‘
wise, order from the publisher or Merrimack Valley Textile Museum. (Approx. $30,00)
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- CLASSES BEGINNING SO0H... The TC3 weaving classes will.be getting underwdy shortly. )
Call Mary Kelly for more information:; B44-8311, ext. 237 or 442. 1/ The Heritage Craft
Shop has guite a variety of classes starting in January -- call them or stop by for

thalr list: 844-4381 (Dryden, N.Y.) // The Homespun Boutique on The Commons in Ithaca-
has classes starting also: 277-0854. // ‘The North Campus Union Craft Shop at Cornell
University is getting thelr class listing réady: 256-6238. // The Women's Community .
Bullding will also. be-offering classes: 272-1247. [/ There are undoubtedly others'
offering classes relating to the fiber arts; too -- check around to see what is going

on in your area, Often, course listings are available for the taking at the Tompkins
County Public Libtary... . :

LIBRARY BLACKLIST. As startled as everyone was about the number of overdue books out,

we still don't have many of them back. Ahem. If you have lost or seriously damaged
these books, it 1s up to you to replace them. Once again, we would like our books back:
Ray Gooduwan, Jean Mapacs (not Travers, sorry!), Susan Richter, Lorxetta Pompilio, Patty
Mutkowki, and MaryAnn Beale. Check the last newsletter (#38) if you can't vemember the
titles due, or call Jean Warholic (539~7648). PLEASE bring them back or send them with
someone who ls coming to the meetings if you are not.,. . - C

BErilca Rowe's fame is spreading!_:‘She hiad am article titled “Honey in Holiday Treats" in
a vecent issue of MHothar:Earth Wews, - : : - '

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1980.  We had a heginning balance of $446.24 as of January 1, 1980,
and an ending balance of $554.26 as of December 31, 1980. A general breakdown of our
-bookg .. for the year 1s below, so you can see where out monies went. Thank you's to-
Linda Dickinson for all her work this year as treasureri!!

Income: Membership dues. $ 493 Qui~go: Program costs § 209
Workshop profits 49 - L Kewsletter 285
Wool Day : 126 ' - Postage {not nl) - 73
Misc. salea ‘ - 76 ' Printing (not nl) 77
Library income ' 15 Library purchases 44
Carding machine rent 24 - o S £ 688
51083 . nl = newsletter

(This is genmeral; books balance even Figures are rounded to nearest dollar.
though abova does not!) : . ' '

By the way, HAPPY NEW SPINNING WHEELS tb-saveral of our members! Santa brought them for
Christmas to (at least) Ann Olson and Judl Becker-Greenfield. (Auy others?)

The PHILADELPHIA WUSEUM OF ART is having an exhibit of "Chlldren's Clothing, 1760-1980"
through April 5 1f you are going to be in the area. And save a little time to get to
the Goldie Paley Design Center at the Philadelphia College of Textiles'and Science (4200
Henry Avenue, in the Fast Falls gsection of Phila.) -~ they have some exhibits on that
will interest youl '

IT WAS A TREAT to see Paula Curtin and her new little son, Kevin at the Christmas Party
in December. Kevin was born in October (hope that'a right, Paulal). We've missed you,
Paula, and hope to see you at our meetings... Kevin, toolfl . ’

In case you hadn't heard yet, the Wew York State Craftsmen organization is going under.
Aocording to the January issue of The Crafts Beporter, the entire Board of Directors has
regigned (eff, Nov, 10) and the group has a 585,000 debt. They've closed their offices
and terminated the services of Executive Director Harry Denanls (in July). iduch of that
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debt has been attributed ‘to* poor management and unsuccessful ventures, apparently, New
York State Crattsmen,”lnc., had been orgdnized in 19535 and 1f this editor's memory
serves her correctly, it originated here in 1thaca, TE'48 an organizatlon had been
removed from here for quite awhile, dn body as well as spirit...’ . :

There 1s a group forming statewlde . that hopes to promote and encourage crafts dn,
a number of ways, including through its "Crafts Information Ekchange” publication (bi-
monthly) ¥or more informatilon about them, or to receive the publilcation, contact Randy
Richter (2]? 3]49)9 one of our area representatives (the others: Susan Andrews, Elinore
Bly, and Louise Haupin) Or write directly to: Crafts Task Force of New York State,
cfo Martha Strodel, 14 Alden Avenue, Warrensburg, M.Y. 12885, (518/623~2508).

And of course, there is our trusty Upstate Crafts organization, with its annaal
show scheduled for August 6-9 iun Ithaca. If you wish more information about Lhis group,
pleage contdct either Doris Brown (273~ 6]73} or Llinora Bly {273~ 7793) :

Speaking of major events.°° the ¥MidAtlaptic Fiber Conference9 sponsored by the MidAtlan-
tic Fiber Assoclation, is to be held July 31, Aug. 1l and Z at Rider College at’ Lawrence-~
ville, Wew Jersey. Flyers with workshop information, fees, etc. are being mailed now -~
and to get your copy, write HOW to: Lols Breslauer, Reglstrar, 657 Shadowlawa Drive,
Westfield, N.J.07090. They iist a tantalizing group of general session and - mini-session
speakers/teachers, and are planming a big showing of fiber suppliers’ wares9 as well as
ann exhibitcilon of fiber works. WOW OH WDW!!!

Jean Case of FALLBROOK HOUSE does 1t again ~- and again. Her new 1981 silk catalog is
bigger and better than evey and CHOCK full of informaf:ion9 Lnstructionsg etc. (At last -
she has begun to write thingd down, as we have been urging her to dol) For your copy

of this FAT, interesting epistle ind price list, send her a 28¢ stamp and she will do
the resti!  (See her ad in this section, or: FALLBROOK HOUSE, RD #2 - Box 17, Troy, Pa.
16947, Or send her a couple of those 28¢ stamps and have her send coples to some of
your #ploning friends -~ don't keep all the good stuff to yourself!)

Masa Kinoshita wrote us a FAT postcard (if that is possiblel) about her doings in Japan
this fall. {5he will be back sometime In the summeyr, so far asg we konow.,  If you want to
write her, please contact Jean Warholic for her latest address.) She has been busy
visiting, learning, sightseeing, collecting, etc. She -is spending at least one day a
week learning more ways to make the bobbin bralde. And was to take 4 ene day workshop
on silk pulling (to make thread from mawata) at the time she sent her card. She sold
her ikat rug, which had been exhibited at the Japan Craft Design Aseoc. fonual Bxhibi-
tion. She feels the Japanese are definitely weak in dealing with wool ~- even iIn hand-
spinning, they rely on washed, carded (lmported) wool ~=- and the texiture of wool iz not
explored enough. Thelr silk and cotton weavings (and other things) are exciting, though.
(43 we can imaginel) We can hardly walt to hear all gbout it, Masal What a year for
you -~ we are enviousilil!

Yore wonderful news dapt. Kristin #lokanson (age 9), who participated with her mother,
Suzle, in the "Teach a Friend to Weave" Contest, sponsored by Interweave magazine, was
able to finish her entry (a pretty blué vest!) and send it in by the de deadline! We are
so pleasad, Kristin, and can hardly wait to hear how you did! {(Winners are to be noti-
fied in March - we hope you are one of them!!l) You've had a geod teacher, and we hope
this 18 just the beginning for you... :

And last, but definitely not least» Marion Wikoff has a {(commissioned!) wall hanging
gomewhere In the depihs of the Cortland Hospiltal, outside an office. It iz quite lovely
and we hope that you will be persistent and go find ftill And praise its beauty and
compliment whomever 1s appropriate for having the bright idea of commissioning something
like that in a public place... Good for you, Marioni!!
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Many thanks to Doris Wolf

Alic9 Hemenway (and one or two others?)9 for sending it -- and to Bleanor May who found

the poem in tota.

Our Mother, the Earth
Our Father the Sky,
Your children are we,
and with tired backs
We bring you the gifts
you love,
Then weave for us a
garment of brightness;
May the warp be the
white light of morning,
May the weft be the «.i '~ &
red lipghtiof ‘evening,
May the fringes be
the falling rain,
#May the border be
. the standing rainbow.
Thus weave for us a
garment of brightness,
That we may walk fittingly
where birvds sing,
That we may wallk fittingly
where grass is green,
Our Mother the Earth,
Our Father the Sky.
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When the show "Casting Off the Corset”
was at the Rinckley, Jo Ann Flynn of
Penfield, N.Y., submltted two poems:

"Life's Weaving" (Anon.)

My life is but a weaving
Between my God and me;
I may not ehoose the €olors
He knows what they should be
For He can view the pattern
Upon the upper side,
Whille I can see it only
-On this, the under side.

Sometimes He weaveth sorrow,
Which seemeth strange to me;

But I will trust Hils judpment,
And work on faithfullys

"Tis He who fills the shuttle,
He knows just what is best:

S0 I shall weave in earnest
And leave with Him the rest.

At last, when life is ended,
With Him I shall abide,

LR T BN B B

It is the "Song of the Loom” from Songs of the Tewa:
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Gretchen Sachse also sent us "The Spinning
Song" from Deirdre, by W.B. Yeats.

ce v s e

There are seven that pull the thread.
One lives under the waves,

And one where the winds are wove,
And one in the old gray house
Where*the dew iz made before dawn:
One lives in the house of the sun,
And one 1n the house of the moon,
And one lives under the boughs

0f the golden apple treas;

And one spinner 1s lost,

Holiest, holiest seven,

Put all your power on the thread

I have spun in the house this night.

e casesera

PO s s L atbe tea

Another from Gretchen -- by Luranah
Hammond, 1897,

Where women sat beside their looms9
A hundred years asgo,

And wove in cloth the threads they spun
of linen, wool, and tow,

Now great King Steam, in work shops large,
like some old giant elf,

Gets up with angry puff and roay
And does the work himself,

D E BRGNS EIBOAOEBE NS
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Then I may view the pattern
Jpon the upper sgilde;

Then I shall know the reason
Why paln with joy entwined,

Was woven in the fabric '
0f 1ife that God designed.

". (by Eddie Cohen)

There is in man a deeper weave

Whose pattern only shows

In one who can believe beyvond
- The certainties he knows.

The brittle cloth of threadbane fact,
Warped on the loom of mind,

Throughout all time haa lacked the bond
Which faith along can find.

"Tracery

N

hY

\
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS “{that we haven“t-mentioned.already in this newslatter!)o Get out
your pencils... : : o : .

Month of January ~ Quilts and Naskets Show (trad. and. conLemporary) at the
Cortland County Arts Council (ceag) offices, and sponsored. by them.
They are now above Rite Ald on Main Street,. Cortland (next doox
from where they were if you went to the Koopman workshop last year).

February 12 - Basket Workshop at Haxford9 .Y, Four weeks (2-1/2 hour session
- per week), $20 fee. To rvegister, call Suzie at 849-3345 or the CCAC
offices.. Another workshop is plammed for March, in_the Virgll area.

‘February 28 - INSULATIOR SHOW. Don"t forget!

April 4-5 - The Famous Marathon Maple Festivall Spinners/dyers are needed

to demonstrate. Please sign up with Maria Steve at the next meet-

© 4dnga! You are needed.any'combinatioﬁs of hours - morning and/or
afternoon -~ you can manage. Free lunbth! A FUN place to demon-
strate. A number of us Yoldies™ made our sploning deméd. debuts .
there! This is a nice place to demonstrate for the first time as a
beginner -~ team up with someone more experienced (good way to learn

- and wmakes it more fun for both!) and have a nice day...

Gretchen - Sachse’s Flax project grant is off and runalng now. That, together with the
fact. that -the featured fiber this year, for the annual Thistledown Handspinners Guild
Fall :Seminar, 1s flax, should be good inceéntive for us to.collect articles, Information,
things made from f£lax and share this informdtion with thosé around us. Please feel free
to bring things to meetlngs, maybe 801a can be mentioned o the newsletter, space per-
wmitting, and so on. This will also astdnd us in pood stead for workshops, lectures, and
demonstratlons coming up that deal with flax this year. (And we are working on them,
go. faly waraingl) We as a Guild have not spent a long period of. time studying and
working intenaaly with a fiber (axteph,- perhaps, wool). It would be good exercise for
usiil

We presume that Lindas Berry Walkey has had her child'by 110 , . Any naws? We are still
looking- torward to a workshop with hem aometimc dn the futurenne- : :

'WELCOME-TQ OUR NEW MEMBER! We hope to see her at mneetings bgfore_long!?!'

Sue Txevdr, 717C'Eosewood Circlé;'Noa Syfacusa, ¥.¥. 13212. (315/458-8311)
(Weaver; knitter/crocheter; dyer; over 50 sheep, mos tly Romney crosses;
spinnable St. Bernard; black rams.) (Inactlve member )

GET WILL WISHES alao Bo- out to Kay Goodman who has been 111 aLl fall.. We hope you are
feeling bet.ter by nowl! : _ o ‘

WE'VE JUST RECEIVED WORD of a fabulous exhibit/series of workshops coming up #¢ the
Roberson Center in Binghamton! Surely, we can assemble some carloads from up here to
get to thesa...
Exhibie: "Our Shining Herltage: Textille Art of the Slavs and Their Neighbors"
When/where: Feb. 1 thru iarch 15, 1981, at the Roberson Center for the
: : ) Arts & Sciences, 30 Front Street9 Bin?hamton9 N Y. 13903.
o (607/772-0660
Textile art from the peoples of EBast Zurope and Russia. This will be & large
exhibit showing a variety of techniques and forme of textiles which people made
and used, = There will be 125 articles from 30 contributlng lenders. (Special
group guilded tours by request, with. Joanne Branford,: curator y '
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The following events are scheduled in conjunction with the exhibit...

Feb, 1 - Exhibit opening, 1-4 p.m. Performance of village music. Free

Feb, 8 - Films of Rituul and Dance, 1~5 p.m. Free. .

Feb. 14 - Ukranian Festival, . (Tickets, $3). Dmnce group and band from

Philadelphia will perform traditional Hutzul songs and dances.
Film, "Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors.”  (In evening.)

Feb, 15 - Ukranian. Festival, Dance performances, craft demonstratioms,

displays, food, atc. (Free.) . (Afternoon.) . '

Feb, 21 - Czech, Moravian and Slovak Festival. . 2 p.m., Cpec making workshop.

(practical workshop making women's beaded and embroidered cap#s), led
by Elizabeth Capozzi., (Fee: $2.00)

Feb, 22 -~ Czmech, Mormwien, and Slovak Festival. (Afternoon.} Films, crafts,

efec., (Free,) ' . - :

feb. 27 thru March 1 -~ TEXTILE ARTS WEEKEND. :

(1) "Hands on" workshop on East European Folk Lace, led by Brigita Fuhrman.
(Fees $20) This all-day {9-4) workshop will be offered twice: #1 on
Friday, Feb. 27, and #2 on Sat., Feb. 28, Pre~register by telephone.

Limic of 15 each. . S : _

(2) Films on Textile Production in Eastern and Central Burope, Interprated
and dilscussed by Joanne Segal Branfetd. (¥ilms show weaving, spinning,
felting, etc.) Scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 28, beginning at 2 p.m.

(3) TEXTILE SYMPOSIUM (Sunday, March 1) _ , ,

' Pare L. . (Tickets, $3) 1300 p.m., discussion among the following people:

Andox Czompo (dance specialist, Cortland) on "Hungarian Folk Dress
and Its Relationship to Dance and Folklore.” William G. Lockwood
{anthropologist, Amn Arbor, Mich.) on "The Ethnographic Context of
Textiles in Yugoslavia.” Haelen Zemek Baine and Helene Baine Cincebox
(from Syracuse and Rocheiiter) on "The Survival of Folk Dress in
Moravia aund  8lovakia.” = o , : .
4330 p.m. Anne-Louise Schaffer (costume speclalist, Washington, D.C.)
will speak on "Your Follk Dress and Textile Collection: Identifying
and Sharing." (Bring textiles to share.)

Feb, 28 ~ Yiddish Evening. {(Tickets, $3) . - ‘ :

Mar, 7 - Polish Festival.  (Tickets, $3) Pabty, crafts. food. ' (Evening)

Mar, 8 - Poldsh Festival. Free. ¥Films, crafts, food, (Afternoon)

Mar, 15 - Slavic Festival. Children's Dance Performances. (Free.) (Afternoon)

‘. Exhibition and Closing. Concert. Afternoon and avening, fee
' charged. ‘ s ' : '

There are a few other events not listed here, some of them at night. I have listed
these as being perhaps the most provocstive in terms of textiles. MNore information at
our next meetings. It is quite an exhibit and series of workshops. (The exhibition
has been made possible by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, with pro-
grams sponsored by The Bowers Foundation.) You will need to call in your registration
for the lace workshop , or write or call for more information about this whole group of
activities.,. ' ‘ -

An interesting new magazine ls out these days for the creative kniltter and crocheters:
INTERLOOP. Articles in thelr Fall 1980 issue dealt with mandalas in crochet and knitt-
ing, the home knitting machine as a lacemaker, irish crochet lace;, frame knitting, and
more. Subscription rate is $12 per year iun the U.S. — write for a sample copy (5$2.007):
INTERLOOP, 328 8. Orange Street, Suite A., Escondido, CA 92025,

HANDWOVEN aﬁd INTERMEAVE are combining‘isauem/magézihés shortiy. It sounds as though
they will be bigger and better than oever! -
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Thought you would enjoy the definition of "spionnlng wheela” from Fhe Dictionary of
Needlework by Caulfield and Saward (1&§2§”?eprinted by Dover Publications). (p. 458)

"SPINNING WHEELS. These appliances have long been adopted for the purpose of
turning the apind].es round which the yarn is wound, instéad of the ancient
method of striking it ‘perpetually to keep it in motion. What was désignated
a "one thread wheel," was first invVented; and has long been employed in India,
as well as for cotton, flax, aod wool splmning in Europe. Various descriptions
of yarn vequire different kinds of wheels for thelr respective spimning. That
for flax is turned by a treadle, moved by the foot; a catgut cording passes
round in & groove in the rim of the wheel, over the pulley of the spindle on
which the thread is wound. The wheel for cotton and wool spinning is of a

- diffevent kind from that for flax. The spindle is made of iron, placed hori-
zontally upon the extrémity of a wooden frame, supported on legs. Upon this
there stands a wheel, round which, and the spindle likewise, a band passes.
Worsted 1s spun more after the manner of flax. Spinning wheels were univer-
gally employed on the Continent of Turope and in thils country until the year
1764, when a wonderful series of mechanical luventions were adopted by all
the weaving manufactories, and left the pretty spinning wheels of the olden
times to decorate the cottages of the peasantry, and supply the artists with a
charming object, to break the hard straight lines in hils sketch.® '

Ahen.

ITEMS FOR THE INSULATION SHOW. Please bring the itams for our sales table with you to
the January 31 or February 9 meetlngs, and get them to either Maria Steve or Jean War-
holic. If you cannot get them to the meetings, then make sure you leave them with Jean
Warholic. (MONE will be accepted at the sales table at the INSULATION show.)

Your items must be taggzed with the following information: Your name/address.

Fiber content. Care instructions. Price. (The Guild will skim 107 of snything that
is @old to cover the costs of the table renfal/fe99 go price your items accoxrdingly.)
1f you are willing to take orders for items (i.e., different colors, sizes, etc.), tell
Jean or note it on your inventory sheet,

If you have move than one item, Jeaa will need an inventory sheet -~ list the items
for sale, their prices, a brief description (gray poncho, brown shawl, etc.), whether
you will take orders, and your name/addvess. This is for your record as well as ours.
Ttems for sale preferred. Items for exhibit only should be tagged as if for sale, but
instead of a price, mark HSF prominently on the tag.

Questions? See Jean Warholic. All helping hands welcome on the sales table --
glgn up at the meetings coming up. Customers will be contacting you directly for orders
(wve won't take any at the show); otherwise, all sales are final.

This should be an inspirational show! We hope you will come and help for whatever
length of time you can spare that weekend. And be sure to look around, see what others
arve dolng these days..«1JAND COME BUYIIL!

THE EASTERN GREAT LAKES FIBER CONFERENCE is going to be held in Rochester this fall.

You will hear more about it as plans finalize. The 7VWG has been asked to consider host- i
ing it in 1983...

WE WERE SORRY to hear that one of Eleanor May's bred ewes was killed by a dog recently,
Roaming dogs, particularly pets, can be a real problem for anyone with sheep, and any
time during the year., We all hope Eleanor doesu't have any more trouble. (The dog was
shot and wounded, but no one has owned up to it as being theirs yet.) And the Mags bave
a very small flock, which doesn’t make the loss any easier...
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WHEW -- long newsletter. Glad you've born ﬁith:itﬁsbifar;;. (Grinning, too?)

THE THREE INDIGO DYEPOTS handout, from the dyepots we did last gummer, 1is at long last
included. Hope you will put it to good use! Certainly we will use it in July at our
indigo/cochineal dyepots sesailon. The list of .references is not intended to be exhaus-
tive, but ones you can either find readily at your favorite craft shop,or order. If you
spot any gross errors in the handout, please let Jean Warholic know -- it was typed in

a rush and at a rather bleary-eyed hour... S ‘

Just receilved the bonus newsletter from Interweave Press. Interweave and Kandwoven become
Handwoven, eff. March!198l. They are also going to put out "Interweave Technlcal Papers”
for those of us who are pla¥ing Bach fugues on our looms while others are still at chop~

sticks. ($10/year: Interweave Technical Papers, 306 North Washington, Loveland, CO 80537,

For “hard-core” weavers...  S$pin-Offs will continue annually! We have Interweave in
our modest Guild library (although our subscription may have lapsed?), if you wish to
check i out... And their subscription rates go up (what doesn't, these days?) as of
March 1. : T : o

MANY THANKS to Dailsy Kirkpatrick for her rendition of the Spinning Wheel Song included
wvith this rewsletter, at Rock Day on the church plano. Tt was FUN to hear —- hope you
will sit down and play it, 1f you missed Rock Day, or lean on someone who is plano-
inclined.,.. (We should take the author of the description of the song to task -— the
spilnning wheel turning may be repetitious, but not monotonous! Or maybe that is just a

spinners’ point of view...) “Spbuses have been known to feel differently!)

Well, this newsletter goes into the mail a little later than planned. Your editor's
bout with the flu didn't help. . .DEADLINE for next newsletter is February 9, although it
will go into the mail toward the end of the month, We may well have a new format for
the newsletter by then...  Hmmmm... . C : :

-~ Happy spinning

Jean
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/THREE INDIGO DYEPOTS

Indigo 1s 'oné. of the oldest: ‘dyes known to- man. Its hmstory ‘and dye processes are
documented in a nimber. of publications; 614 and new -~ you may read more in tha reféréen-
ces at the end of this sheet. %60 often, today 's spinngrs and dyers are reluctant to
dye with indigo, ‘largely because-it has seemed too complicated and unpredlctable. This
handout ghould help you understand the processes better and, hopefully, allay those
-fears, Most fibers (all natural and many man-made ones) may be dyed with indigo with
no additional preparation other than ¢leaning and wetting. The indigo dyepot c¢an be
renewed and used over a long period of time, which would add to its econony. With ovef-
dyeing (or topdyeing), indigo offers a whole new range of color possibilities for Ua-
And it is a rather spectacular process to see and do -- wmth a little practice, you can
add a "maglc feat™ to your dyeing demonstratiohsg!

Ag with any new dye process, you ghould read carefully through thess directions and
recipes. Decide which appeals to you. The first method is mentioned in- dyebooks more
frequently, but involves more caugtic. substances. "The Spectralite process has some ad-
vantages, one of which ig that it does not deteriorate over a period of time, and less
quantlty is needeﬂ. .The last method, using ammonia, is velatively inexpensive, but
qmelly. (The purists are welecome o go ahead and use stale urine if they choose, instead

Lhe purchased ammonla!) Ideally, you should try all three methods at some point, for
the expexlence,.. :

It is 1mportant to understand something about what happens during indigo dyeing, ‘o
Zthat you can do--some problem solving when things go wrong. (For don51derably more in-
foxmation, sée Gerbert's indigo bodk. The rest of this paragraph is a paraphrase from
his book, p. 28.) “The first step in the nreparatlon of the dyebath (we.aze assuming
that you are using purchased indigo, ready to use) i the RRDUCTION of the indigo, con-
verting it to indigo white. Pulverize the indigo to -aid in its water solubility and add
to the- sodium hydrosulfite solution to chemically change, or reduce, it.. No reduction,
no color. Then there is the SOLUYTION of the indigo white in a suitable alkaline bath.
(DeoxyqenLZLng takev place hexe too, so do not stir the dyebath vigorously at any time.)
Depending upon the recipe used, that alkaline bath-is .the sodium hydroxidéor:the ammonia-
bath, Incorplete solution will result in a chaulky procipitate on your dyed fiber -- it
will wash out, but is a waste of dyestuff when you can rectify it. On the other hand,
insufficient alkaline bath can result in the fiber turning blue in the dyebath instead:
of after its removal and exposure to air, Then there is the APPLICATION of the reduced
end dissolved indigo white to the fibers, and the REOXIDATION of the indigo white, in
place on the fibexs -- or:the dipping/dyeing process. '"crocklng" or the rubblng off of
daye from the fiber indicates that oxidation took place before the dye attached to the
Flber =~ check -your balance between the acid and alkaline usged.

S0 now you are ready to dye. The dyebath should be a yellow~green color. Test for
readiness with a pisce of fiber. Your fiber should be clean and tharoughly wetted (to
insure even dyeing), and squeezed to get rid of excess moisture. - Intiroduce the fiber
carefully, without adding air bubbles or stirring actively. (Some dyers press it
against the side of the pot and ease it in.) Squeeze it gently in the pot, to release
trapped aix bubbles, and move it slowly in the pot'a few times to insure even exposure
to the dyebath. . Leave in the dyebath about 10 minutes (dependznq on the color you want,
but read oni). Bring the fiber outr of the dyebath carefully, squeezing out the excess .
dve. Ghake the fiber in the air. (Thls ig when it magica]ly turns blue, as the 1nd¢go
reozidizes,) Keep shaking, turning the fiber. The fiber's ovldlzing should be in direct
Jproportion to the amount of time in the dyebath -- i. es, 10 minutes in the dyebath, at
Jeast 10 minutes in the aiv. COLOR is bullt up by successive dippings, not by the guan-—
tzt; ot 1ndigo dye used or increased time in. Tthe dJebath.;

Before you begnn, a caution: WEAR RUBBLR CLOVES., Caustmc substances are involved
and handlée. them. cargfully s always add acld to water, not vice' versa, be careful of
splabhlng ‘ : . .
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After you are through dyelng Alr the fiber overnight. (24 hours is preferred), then
h in warm, soapy water, ringe wellr and hdng to dry, prefarably out of direct sunlight.
The dyebath may be stored in glass or enattel . containers, with lids on. -Revive as needed,
uqlnq tha above ‘guide to dotermlne what needs to be done... - v ' '

And HAVE FUN, with many happy bluesiit: ‘
SR SR o SR (Reclpes are for dbOUt l-1b. of

N

dry fibex. )
RECIPE I. Bydvosulfite Vat Process (Violetta Thurston)

3-oz. caustic soda (sodium hydroxide) [alkalil

2-oz. sodium hydrosulfite [reducing agent]

2-oz, powdered indigo (oyx paqte)

hot water (130°F) .

non~iodized salt . o (I£ you have trouble obtaining the sodium
2 pint djars - E ' IR hydroxide, you may use sodium carbopate

1 large pot for stogk solution - [washing soda] or lye [100% active ingre~-
- saucepan- . dient is sodium hydvoxide]. For sodium
glass or steel stirring rod hydrosulfite, try Tintex or Rit Color Re-
thernometer ' mover as they contain this chemical.)

Part A. (L) Pulverize indigo.. Make into paste by adding a little warm water. (2) add
. sodivm hydroxide to one pint of hot water. (3) Add sodium hydrosulfite to one
point hot water. (4} In saucepan, add nearly all sodium hydroxide solution and
“then the sodium hydrosulfite solutlon. Warm to 125°F.. TLet stand 30 minutes.

Part B, (L) Flll-large pot with water at 120°F. (2) Add 2-oz. hydrosulfite solution
and l-oz. non-iodized salt.  Stir well and leave for 20 minutes. This deoxi~iz
dizes the water. (3) Add l-oz.'of indigo stock solution, avoiding making air
bubbles. If vat feels slimey, there is too much sodium hydroxide (add a little
sodium hydrosulfite). - (4) Temperature should stay between 120°F and 130°F ==
the vat can be dcstloyed at 140°F.

RECIDPRE II Spectrallte Progess

Follow Recipe I, using the following: 1 teaspoon Spectralite for the 2«-oz. sodium
hydrosulfite {and wherever the hydrosulfite is required). Have vat temperature at BO°F
to 100°F, not hotterx., Add small amount of Spectralite if vat becomas blue from introduc~
tion of air into the ligquid. (Be careful that your enamel pot does not have a chip down
to metal as it will cause the Spectralite to decompose.) Spectralite should be avail-~
able thxough your neareet dya supply shop, or have them order it for you.’

RECIPE III. Ammonla ?rooebs L ’ ' '

Part A. Using the proportions of Recxpe I, combina in a quart jax, 2-04. sodlum hyro=
vulflte {oz use 1 'tap. Spectralite) and one pint warm water, then add the indigo paste.
Stir thoroughly. Stir in one pint of ammonia (non-detergent, non-sudsing plain ammonia).
Let stand 30 minutes, _Part B. Fill the laxge, pot with water at 140°F. . Add a small
amount of sodium. hydrosulflue or Spectralite. Let stand 15- 20 minutes. Add about 1/2-
plnt of 1nd1qo solutlon, stlrrinq slowly. Dyebath ready in 10~15 minutes.

o s

SELECTED RhFERENCES (ha lly foundg we hope!)

Adrosko, Rita, Natural Dyes and Home Dyeing {Dovexr). Bemls, Elijah,'The D§er s Companion
(Dover) . Davenport, Elsie G., Your Yarn Dyeing (Sylvan Press, London). Gexbei, Fred-

erick ., Indigo and the ntiquity of Dyeing zand The Investigative Method of Natural
Dyeing: (Fredexick H, Gerber, P,0. Box 1355, OrOrmond Beach, FL 320747,  LescH, Ala,

Vegetable Dyeing (Watson-~Guptill Publicatlons) Weigle, Palmy, Ancient Dyes for Modern
Weavers (Watson-Guptill Publications). - :




