BLACK SHEEP HANDSPINNERS GUILD NEWSLETTER #9 - May, 1977
Ithaca, New York Bdited by Jean Warholic
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What a wonderful ‘stretch of glorious weather we have been having at the last of
April -- with all sorts of flowers up and blooming, forsythila so profuge, the trees
breaking their leaf buds,- etc., not to mention the reluctant lawn mowingal Hope it all
holds (or returns) for our WOOL DAY on May 711! Hope you are looking at the flowers
and plants coming up these days with an eye toward doing some dyeinp -= your chance at
apple bark 1s gone, but there is MUCH yet to come...

First of all, the SATURDAY GROUP meeting on April 30 is postponed. Jean Warholic could
not find a substitute to do the Rainbow Dyeing program and in checking with wost of ‘
those who might be coming, they were finding they could not come after all. 8o, 1f you
were planning to come (and were not contacted), please do not! The SATURDAY GROUP will
meet at the Warholics' on May 28, Saturday, 1-5 p.m., and we will still pldn to do the
Rainbow Dyeing BUT with an added bopus and to get you ready for the summer's dyeing
activities: we will have a how-to-mordant session (alum) for those who cannot seem to

- get going on thelr own, (I was one of several that Doris Brown helped get going the
same way.) So, for the May 28th meeting (and regular Guild people are most welcome,
too), be prepared to learn how to Rainbow Dye. (bring your handout) and bring some wool
(handspun or commercial, -saversal ounces tagged Wth your name,lin skein form) and the
handout of Dorils Brown'’s "Dye Notes for Beginners.” nirecriggg¢ From Ithaca drive

out Rt. 13 as if you were going to Dryden (east), pass the "Love~In" barn, and just
before you get to Tweltman's Half-Way Housa (bar/restauraut) turn ripht up Ringwood
Road. We are almost at the top of the hill, on the right (mailbox says 280).  We
ghould be out of the boxes by then from moving (sigh) but we do not have an overabun~-
dance of chalrs -- so bring something to sit on and do (spin, knit, etc.) and have a
good afternoonl!i (Telephone number to be announced when it is in...)

THE ASHFORD WHEELS DEPARTMENT. Jean Nowack reports that she has heard from them con~
cerning extra bobbins for the Jumbo Flyers. The prices are 1-9 bobbins at $1.10 each
and 10+ at $1.00 each. Place your order with Ms. Wowack at the next Gulld meeting or
send her your order (RD #1, Spenceér, N.Y. 14883) and, as always, make checks payable
to Black Sheep Handspinners Guild BUT send the oxder to Jedn. Howack (the regular mall-
man is terrifie, but the substitute can get confused). ‘A8 ‘always, too, you need not

. ba a member of this Guild to order Ashford wheels or flyers, ete, through us. It
ghould also be mentioned here that the Guild did order two {2) wheels whick you may
purchase at $50 each (they are due’in sometime in July or Aug.)., See Jean Nowack and
if you are not in this area, be thinking how you might want to get your wheel (pick it
up, UPS, or what?). )

1f you are looking for the WOOL DAY information, it is on the gecond page... And if
you weren't looking for it, you'd better bel

If you haven't checked your listing on the 1977 Membership Directory yet, please do so
now. Corrections should be given ot sent to Jean Warholie. The up~date will be after
Wool Day.

Speaking of correctlons, you'd better re-mark your calendars: the music to spin by
(related to spinning?) over the National Public Radfe Station In Binghamton (WSKG-TH,
89.3) will be on April 29th (Friday) at 8:3C a.m, and on the 30th (Saturday) at 7:00
p.m., instead of the dates previously announced. (And Jean Warholic's profuse apolo-
giss for the typo not caught in the last Newsletter -~ the Monday meeting was April 11,
not: 14th as stated., Fortumately, those who caught it remembered that meetings are al-
vays on Mondayg, or else we'll just never know who appeared on Thursday the l4th...)
The Jeans N. and W. were only a month off...)
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The WOOL DAY plans are falling into place and it promises to be a wonderful afternoon,
full of work and fun! There im still a bit of nervous nall-chewing going on and last— \

minute arrangements to be made, but with everyone holding up their ends of things, all S
should go well... Just to reiterate, conflrm a few:things; and let you know where . . Y

you'll be (etc.), here goes the 1ist: . {Ch. = Ghaﬂrman) , : "
S t=Up Crew = Jean Warholic (Ch.), the Whitas, M. Straight, L. Scheeler, M. VWiikofE, R, \H

May, R. Kahn, and M. Huebsch.
Refreshments ~ Susan White (Ch.), K. White.
Displays ~ Suzy Hokanson (Ch.}, A. Bell, M. Huebsch.
Children's Corner - Carolyn Cook (Ch.}, E. May, T. Chamblilss.
Registration - Joan Johnston (Ch.), Sharon Moen..

Demonstrations - Marge Ehly (Ch.), Dora Swart {(flax}; M. SLraight Ray Ross, Cindy
Smith, Ruth Kahn (spinning); Linda Dickinson (dveing); Laurel Scheeler (rain-
boe dyeing) ; Marion Wikoff (carding machine)

A Lt AR i e

Golden Fleece Contest - Gretchen Sachse (Ch ) J. Nowack (recorder)
Fleece Sales Table ~ Cathy Anderjack (Ch.), M. Pough,
Change (money), sales tax tables, $§$% - Jean Nowack.

Clean-Up Crew ~ Barbara White (Ch.), the Whitea, L. Dickinson, L. Scheeler, K. Ross +
song (hopefully, she says), C. Smith, 8. Moen.

Publiclty, sipns, etc. — Laurel Scheeler (Ch.), M. Huebsch, B. Hall

There YOU are, The events bepin at moon, so plan to get there by 11:00 a.m. to
sat your table, demonstration, exhibit, or whatever UP. Wear your Bilcentemnial costume ;
1if you have one ~~ with the long johns un&erneathl Come prepared for cool breezes and -
gay a few prayers for warm, dry weather while you're at 1t. If you have questions
about where you are fitting in and/or what 1s expected of you, call your Chalrmanwoman=
person. Please have your, fleeces for sale or contest there as close to nocn as you
can (tell your sheep-raising friendal) -~ all should be tagged with the seller's name,
addreﬂs, price per pound asked, breed or cross (if known).

?ﬁyp\ A WOOL DAY poster is included with this newsletter for you to post in a good spot

in your community ~- please do so TODAY!!! Please also go out of your way to tell
your friends about the event -~ it will certainly glve them a whole new perspectlve on
* wool and sheep-related things in life...

ﬁ Two last-minute thoughts: remember to take everything with you when you leava at
tha end of the day that you are responsible for. And, waar wooll?

W m—r - it
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LORENZO and the combined Wool Day... They are really getting in gear for this event
and our entourage (group) will have all sorts of places to help £1ll in and help with
-~ and that is always fun, meeting and working with new people! Before we give a run-
down of the events going on, here is the list of people planning to go on May 14. 'If
you are plamning to po, think about the car-pooling possibilities and remember that
they want us there by 9:30 a.m., with our eyes open, set up and ready to g0... Those
planning to go are: 8. Hokanson, L. Scheeler, D. Swart, M. Huebsch, and J. Warholic.
The hopefuls hoping are: G. Ham, A. Andrews, A. Jansen, G. ‘Sachse, M. Straight, M.
Wikoff, and K. Ross. Be thinking where you would f£it and like to be -- the events
they have planned, according to the poster teasers; sheep shearing; sorting and grad-
ing 8 fleece; scouring a fleece; dyelng with natural dyes, carding and spinning;
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weaving; macrame with wool; knitting and crochet needlepointJ'crewel ‘embroidery; and
a display of items made wlth handspun (. . There 1 no admission. charge to this Wool
Day -~ "Frow Ewe to Uses" (could Jean Travers beem in on that title?) -— hours are
10 a.m. to 5.p.m. You are to wear your Barly American costume. No sales are permitted.
Participants must bring: lunch, chair, table if needed, and own equipment or supplies
for demonstrating. The mansion is roomy (of course!),; and a general layout looks like
’ this, from Suzy H's letter: three rooms downstairs for handwork demonstrations; upstairs
for spinning and weaving demonstrations: cellar will have fleece sorting,grading; two-
large tents will handle overflow and wool washing, and are adjacent to the mansion; a
small cottage will be avallahle 1f needed. A crowd of about 8,000 is anticipated,
based on previous events at Lorenzo. Dora Swart has extra flyers/postersto advertise
the day 1f you would put one up in a good location {perhaps she could bring them to our
May 9 meeting?). Helen Grace Lindsay and Jean Travers will be on the Kay Russell Ladies
Day program, Channel 13 (Syracuse), on May 9th, promoting the Wool Day at Lorenzo. Any
gaps or questions can be filled in and/or apswered at the May 9 Guild meeting...

The Thistledown Guild's elections were last Saturday and we are pleased to -announce the
new slate of officers: Helen Grace Lindsay, President; Jeanette Robertson, Vice Pres.;
Linda Doudy, Secretary; Peg Barnes, Treasurer; Nancy Eike, Librarian. Take notel The
new officers assume their roles in July (%), : _
Suzy Hokanson says a BIG THANK YOU to those who participated at Marathon. She genuinely
apprecilates all the efforts that were made, in demonstrating spinning and making the
daysa .big succesgll! (And it gets better and better!)

PROGRAM FOR THE MAY MEETING and what to bring... Billie Hall will be having two things 1
golng, Mandalas and/or a Tapestry~Type Weaving (you will decide which you wish to do, .

or do both 1f you are so-inclined). TFor the Mandalas: bring a wooden or metal hoop

(such as an embroidery hoop). For the Tapestry Weaving: & frame approx. 1l"x14" (can-

vas gtretchers work wells but 1f you make a frame, make sure it is sturdy). Other

supplies to bring: (1) upholstery needlas or weaving needles (blunt~tipped ends); (2)

a fork or comb or tapestry beater (only if you have it): (3) warp waterials (linen is :
good; it must be strong; tightly spun yarns can be used); {4) weft .(what you are going f
to weave with, remember?). The weft may be handspun or 1f it is just a learning pro-—
ject, use cheap yarn; you'll want a variety of colors, textures, too (how about that
thick-and-thin you spun as a beginner?). And (5) paper, pencil, masking tape, scilssors,
reasuring tape. Billlie adds that if you have a small loom (i.e., rigid haddle, frame
loom, etec.), bring it and maybe one of the weavers can give you tips on getting going
with it.  The program will begin the meeting, so,unlike the past few meetings9 BE OW
TIME -~ it will start promptly as there is much to cover...

Some leftovers that should be mentioned from the 1ast meetingeo. Mauvreen Huebsch
brought her crocheted hat (from her lst handspun). . Kay Ross brought her handsome woven
jacket, Cindy Smith brought two hats from her first handspun° Maria Steve brought

a sample of her first two-harness weaving! Margaret Straidght’s varns were especially
lovely -- and too bad you mlssed her plying demongtration! Dora Swart will have some
of the Corriedale fleeces of Dr. Bryce's in June. BRuth Kahn has a 6-week old Dorset
ram lamb for sale. We were pleased to see that Betty Brand brought her first bhandspun
to the meeting. And how about that demure picture of Gretchen Sachse in Lelsure?

Jean Warholic reports. that gll the madder is safely dug and transported. to the new
house -- wish that the rest of the move would go as well! And a bouquet to Jean Nowack
for her "British Bouquet" of sample skeins spun from the British fleeces available from
The Sheepish Grin -- how interesting to see the differences in color, texture, &pinnw
ability! Suzie Hokanson 18 overjoyed at, getting her famlly spinning wheel back in
super-terrific shape -~ thanks to Normal Hall, it spims beautifully! We were glad to
have Norman come to the last meeting with hils wheels,: too! .
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In case your calendar ig 8till not full—to-overflowing yet, there are some other good
events going on for spinners... Doloria Chapin (Cazenovia) is teaching 3~4 day sessions
on various facets of sploning and fibers, for intermediate and advanced spinners. Her
rates vary ($50 to $65 per person), depending on the group and ‘18 Interests and abili-
ties, as well as the number of days for the session. Do not be dismayed by the price
- she gives an excellent session., Jean Warholic ig getting a list together if you
wish to sign up = groups of four seem to be preferred and think about what you would
like to study with her (exotic fibers, fancy yarns, more complicated techniques, uses,
building a research library, eta, == you name it). The Mannings are also having
dnother fabulous seminar (with Dora Swart and Kay Rowss on the agendal) this summer,

and you will want to make note of it, The flyer will be circulated at the May meeting,
but this is just to tantalize you: (June 8, 9, 10) Seminar for intermediate vegetable
dyers and handspinners —- Fred Gerber, "An Investigative Study of Domestic Dye Material"
and Marilyn Riuger, "Spinning Fibers from Around the World." Cost lg §65 (meals, lodg~
Ing extra). Workshops limited to 20 students. And then -thelr freebie: 10th Annual
Spimning Seminar, Saturday, June 11, 9-4 P.m.~ = "Spinning Fibers from Around the World
~ A Tiber Exploration” (Aatis Lillstrom, SILK; Helen Welt, COTTON; Kay Ross, CAMEYL &
YAX HAIR: Rhea Silber, MOHAIR GOAT; Bonnie Wood, ANGORA; Dotty Lewis, DOG HAIR; Tom
Knisley, WOOL.}  The events of specilal intereat willl include Spinning on a Pendulum
Wheel with our very own Dora Swart; Sheep Shearing & Grading (R. Coons); Flax Scutch-
ing (Weeltje Hain - and you could listen to her all dayl); a spindle spinning contest:
eolonial costume contest; etc., ete. This last session has abbreviated workshop pre-
sentations you can get in on —w the whole day 1s frea —- and there is plenty to LOOK
at and LISTEN to.., At any rate, be sure to look at the flyer at the meeting, Kay
Ross has offered to keep a list of those planning to go (that night help with the car-
pooling!) so let her koow your plans... .

Jean Warholic has the International Spinning Directory forms (from Doloxla Chapin) if
you wish to be listed in the next directory. Doloria says there will probably be new

ones to fill out by the time a second edition becomes possible, but this will help her
keep track of us.., .

The Cornell Plantations has 1ts listing of courses avallable now, for this summer =
write them 1f you haven't picked a Copy up in town yet (100 Judd Falls Road, Ithaca,
New York 14853), Théy have some interesting courses planned -~ you might want to gat

in on the Herb Gardening one (and generously offer to handle the dye plants?). They
also give garden tours with advance notice ~~ round up a friend and arrange for a dye
garden tour. If you have particular interests, they will be glad to set up the tour
accordingly... but do it in writing., And don't forget their Surplus Planv Sale - Satur~
day, May 21, 9-12:00 a.m. (Rain date, May 22.) A good chance to plck up some nice
specimens and also help support the Plantations.. .,

You are invited to come spin outside "Dfferent Things" at the Triphammer Shopping Plagza
-~ Kay Ross 1g demonstrating there in the afternoong_ﬁ§z_g;, and hopes 'you'll come too.
If you hadn't noticed, the shop "Different Thinps" is located in back of The Country

Couple, across from The Clotheshorse, etc. They are having different crafts demonstra~

ted on weekends during April and May. You will be undercover and it could be a fun
afternoon. .., : : :

BEGINNING SPINNING WORKSHOP, Tentatively, we have set it up for Friday, June 17th, at
Kay Ross's house, 10 a.m.~4 P.m. We need workers for thig w—w it is one of our big pro-
jects for the vear. A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the next meeting.and pro-
bably our blggest opportunity for participants to sign up will be our WOOL DAY, We
need about 4~6 people to help with the splaning, plus bring some cookies or refregh-
ments. More details at the next meeting., = Last year's session went very well «- no
teason why this one won't, Put 1t on your calendar, (It is entirely possible that

Rt PR
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we could have an advanced spinaing workshop if. enough interest were.shown. ‘How about
it?) ‘ IR o T e

We will also be taking names oh'WQOL,DAY-fox}é Béginuingyﬂ&éing ﬁorkshop for a date yet
to be worked out. We will gladly put you down as a worker or a participant!

NEW FACES AND OLD... We are pleased to have Betty Brand Jedn the Guild as a new mem-
ber ~~ we'll be glad to see her at the meetings. . And it good to get some renewals:
Helen Grace Lindsay, Kay Coodman (how nice to see you at a meetingl}, Marge Ehly (who
has quite a vineyard to prune these days), and Marion Wikoff. Full names and addresses
will be on the Supplemental membersghip list after WOOL DAY..., (Sorxy!)

Kay Ross has an interesting money-making project for the Guild up her sleeve -- let's
talk about it on the 9th and work out some detalls...

REFRESHMENTS and other poodies sign-ups are below for the next.few meetings. However,
with Maureen Huebsch noving to the Cazenovia area shortly, we will be needing an assis-
tant to Theodora Meller (and with Theodora in gunny Florida for awhile, having a helper
has been a good idea). How about YOU??? WMo one signed up at the last meeting and
Maureen will need to hand over the supplies, etc. to someone at the May ¢ meeting. We
need YOU... The work entailed ig not much and with two people on the committee, your
schedules can be worked out eagily. : ‘

May - M, Ehly, B. Hall, S, Hokanson, B. Brand

June - M. Wikoff, K. Solomon, T. Chambllss, E. May

July - J. Warholic

Correctlon on our forthcoming programs... Take notel (June + Sept. are switched!) The
run-down now looks like this:

June ~ Flax Spinning (Work Session) (Gretchen Ham) ' :

July « Dye Wbrkshop and Informal Plant Walk. Place to be snnounced. Pot-to-Pass,

August - Non-WNool Animal Fibers (Working Session) - Angora, dog, buffale, ete.
and short, fluffy, and slippery fibers (Dora Swart)

September - Dye Plant Walk (Sharon Moen, at the Moen Farm)

October ~ Traditional Dye-Pota: Indigo, Cochineal, Weld and Woad (Ray Ross)

November - Show and Tell (critique of our year's projects)

December - Christmas Party (and possible talk by Ed Swart about spinning

wheels)., Place to be announced.

Working sessions are working sessions - bring what you need for a good work stint. And
don't forget that the July dye workshop 1s Pot~to~Pass (you bring not only mordanted
wool for throwlng into different dye-pots, but also at least one pot with a [natural ]
dyestuff - and don't throw your lunch in by mistakel). .

One last murmur in pursuit of "gill spun" linen thread.,. (We still have no word from
anyone as to how it 1s different from wel or dry spun thread.) TWzbster's 3vd New
Internat'l Dictlonary defines GILL as "one of the fallers which comb and arrange Fibers
or filaments in parallel order prior to spinning." As a verb, "to treat (fibers or
filaments) in a pill box.™ End of that subject. But other fiber books were of no ‘ :
help and we would still like to know what it is. The source for the glll spun thread

1s TFrederick J. Fawcett, Inc., 129 8. Street, Boston, Mass. 02111. And our thanks
and appreciation to. Mrs., Paul Kelsey for musing aloud over this matter at Mlss Ross's
one lovely Baturday, with looms going industriously!

What fun it has been to have a trickle of contrlbutions to these newsletters coming in!
This next page is THE LAST ONE but I just couldn't leave out the Woad Song forwarded to
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The Picts were known for their peculiar battle costume - wearing
no clothes, but rubbing woad dye (blue) all over their bodies,
have been, to have blue men running Bereaming at youl

What a sight that must
(To place them in history, again

I headed for Webster's: "one of a possibly non-Celtic people older than the Gaelic and
Brythonic peoples who once occupied Great Britain, were in many places displaced by the
Britons, carried on continual border wars with the Romans, and about the 9th century

finally became amalgamated with the Scots.") -

Harlech"...

What's the use of wearlng braces,
Hats and spats and shoes with laces,
Veats and coats you buy in places
Down on Brampton road?

What's the use of shirts of cotton, .
Studs that always get forgotten?

Such affailrs are simply rotten!
Better, far, 1s woad.

Woad's the stuff to show men,
"Woad to gcare your foe-men.

Boil it to a brillfant blue and rub it

On your legs and your abdomen.

T Ancient Britons never hit on anything
3o good as woad to fit on

Neck, and knees, and where you sit on,
Tailors, you'll be blowed.

The tune of the song is to "March, Men of

Sounds like a rousing drinking song!

Romans . came across - the Channel
All decked out in tin and flannel.
Half a pint of woad per man(el)
Clothe us more than these.

Saxong, ye can save your stitches,

Building beds for bugs in britches.
_We have woad to clothé us, which is

Not a2 nest for fleas.

Romans, save your armour

Saxons, your pajsmas

Halry coats were made for goats
Gorillas, yaks, retriever dogs, llamas.

Fight on, Snowdon, wilth your woad on,
Never mind 1if you get rained or snowed on,
Never need a button sewed on =~

Woad for us, today!

In the next Newsletter (we hopel), Laurel Scheeler's super spinning crossword puzzlelll

You'll never see blue with the same
eye again--

~- Jean Warholic

\
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AP SECTION -

#For sale: Clean carded cotton fiber for spinning, $1.00 per pound. For swap: "loopers”
xfor rug-making, handwoven and other woven materials. XRarey Solomon, RD #1, Trumans-
sbureg, N,¥Y. 148846, (607/38?-6952) 3/3

THE TABBY SHOP carries Harrisville Deslgns loom kits - 22" and 36" (jack type, floor
looms), as well as bobbins, shuttles, reeds, heddles, winders, etc. Plans for making
your own loom (427 to 54"). ILooms for rent, $5/week. Yarns are mostly cotton and linen.
Need a boost to get started with weaving? Call Mildred Scudder, 273-3308. 3/2

For sale: 'Pfwo walking wheels ($70 and $80), quilling wheel. (390) - none with spindles.
Four-arm yarn winder, $35. Distaff for flax wheel (nice old one), $10. We also have
two extra Jumbo (Ashferd) flyers, $20 each ($22 if I have to semd through UPS). Call or
write Jean Warholic, 607/523-7504 evenings. ‘ 3/1

ACID DYED "SILK & WCOL" for heather blending. Packaged three ways: (1) Color Wheel;

(2} Analogous Schemes; or (3) Rainbow (reds & oranges, rady & yellows, reds & ruat, reds
& purples, greens & blues, greens & yellows, etc.). Pick your combination -~ 4 0z./55.30.
FALLBROOK HOUSE, 480 Canton Street, Troy, Penna. 16947, 3/1

*MAIL ORDER WCOOLS: We have 8 kinds of wool from many countries, over 50 colors; also un~
*hlearhed, natural wool in wany weights & shades. Bulk-order discount on local Finger
*Lakes Finest (good for dyeing!), 2 & 3-ply, cream & ocatmeal. BDooks, original designs &
*circular needles. Samples, booklist, 50¢. Meg Swansen, Truwansburg, N.Y. 14886. (507/
*387-8862) . SR : - 3/3

LOOMS FOR RENT ~=~ four harness, 24" ($5/week or $20/month), two harness, 16" ($3/week or
$10/month) . Jean Nowack, RD #1, Spencer, N.Y. 14883. (607/564-9241) . 3/2

RED EAGLE ANTIQUES, Lansing Plaza (Rt. 34, near Post Office) has old handwoven coverlets
for sale (overshot; summer & winter), and a quilling wheel for sale. Open 1-5 p.m., :
Tuesdays through Sundays, 533-4194, Alsc, nice selection of oak furniture, crocks,
spongeware, glass~door cupboards, clocks, kitchen utensils, etc.! : 1/1

AMINOR'S HEAD SPINDLES are now being made for your walking wheels, $45 (maple; brass
¥fittings)., Niddy-noddys :and Turkish drop spindles. Saxony and wool wheels made on

*order, plus repairs on all wheels. Norm Hall, Box 648, North Norwich, N.Y. 138l4. (607/
*334~-7336) ' ‘ ’ : 3/3

THE SHEEPISH GRIN, Rt. 96 & Parke Road, Jacksonville, M.¥Y., is moving to "grinner"” pas-
tures. After Wool Day, there will be a "Grin and Bare It" sale, Wednesday through Sat~
"urday, 10-3 p.m. Stop in those times, or pop in and chance it. (607/387-5452) 1/1

*kkdryour long-term ad explres with this issue. Renewal will be appreclatedl!

R ok ok ok R kK % Kk k K k K £ k& B K kK % kK k % k % k & % % Kk Kk ¥ &k k F % k% k% X &k ¥ %

Ads are 50¢ per ad per issue, or 3/81.C0 (three ads or three issues). Maximom of
four lines per ad. Items advertised must be related to spinhing or the fiber arts,
-One free ad given in the event of serious typist's error. Deadline for ads: 20th of
each month., Sorry, drawings or photos cannot be run with ads. B

Send payment with ad (checks payable to Black Sheep Handspinners Guild) to: Mrg.
Jean Warholic, 280 Ringwood Road, Freeville, N.¥. 13068.
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Well, the merry month of May was certainly full of fun and surprises! We had the
full, range of weather (from a startling snowstorm to 90°+ blistering days), in addition
to-all the Guild goings~on. Although we have been needing a good soaking rain (and at
this writing, the clouds are threatening, but nothing has bappened yet), the peonies
are in full bloom, the iris have been spectacular, gardens (those that are in, ahem!)

- are looking good and coming along well,- and we geem to he salling into June full steam.

Auother summer, and so soon it seems, what a struggle to keep up with ourselves... And
to think that in 20-some days, the days will begin getting shorter!! '
ENCLOSED with this Newsletter will be several handouts w- the listing of New Members to
date, the good wool grading handout that Gretchen Sachse so nicely prepared for us, and
the up-dated Guild Constitution., (Lf you are missing the wool grading handout, you re-
cedved it at the May 9 meoting, remember?) -

THE WOOL DAY greup has had difficulty meeting and preparing their guper~duper report,
so that will appear in the near future. Although most of us were rvather foggy at the
Moy meating after Wool Day, it was generally agreed that we had a very successful, GOOD,
batter-than~last~year time, and in general did well. The consensus was that we had a
bigger crowd than last year and that probably the rost successful part of the whole
day, aslde from golden moments with Doloria Chapin for us spinmers, was the Children's
Lorper, inquestionably! But next year it will be called the Beginner's Corner, to
encovrage the inhibilted adults,.. The other item discussed along with Wool Day was
to not have a May meeting lmmediately after Wool Day, to give us a chance to recoup!
But more about Wool Day in the group report when if comes out. (We might add here,
though, that 1t was good to see Ellen Harrison and Loulse Hebbard, with children, at
our Wool Dayil) -

THE ASHFORD WHEELS DEPARTMENT. (Again and again.) Jean Nowack reports that all Guild
wheels are now sold. We sre currently completing orders for wheels, Jumbo flyers, and
extra bobbins (regular and Jumbo). If you are now wanting to order thesé, contact Jean
Nowack a9 soon & possible. The June meeting is IT. (For prices, etc., see the AD
OBGTICN 1f, ineredible as it seems, you have forgotten them.) We will now bé running

- the Aghford information as a permanent ad in conjunction with the Newsletters, so look
for it. Thls next order golng out will come to you in about October and it might be a
wise move on your part that 1f you are ordering for Christmas presents, do so NOWi!l!

THE NEWFIELD SCHOOLS were most appreciative of what they called a "marvelous presenta-
tion" by BSHG members Gretchen Sachse, Kay Ross, Linda Olds, and Carolyn Cook. Gretchen
displayed the DeWitt Historical Society panels_(remember them from our Wool Dey? HAND-
SOME!) and demonstratéd wheel spinning. Kay, Linda, and Carolyn worked with the child-
ren with the Guild's 30 drop spindles made for us by Ed Swart, It Sounds as though

they had qulte a day! And that 1t was not just the children who had a good time...

(We should also mention here that those drop spindles are for Guild members' use for
school and similar demonstrations. Kay Ross has them. Keep it in mind if you have ‘a
function like this coming up.)

THE NEWFIELD NEWS came to Wool Day to take plctures and also photographed the progtam
glven at the Newfield school for an article about the CGuild, The Nowack grapevine
hints that it might be run scon... '

THE COMBINED WOOL DAY AT LORENZO went well,xwith-juét_a few hitchea, but it was COLD
with the wind off the lake. Suzie Hokanson must have taken three days afterward to
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thew ocut and we will never understand why Ed Swart dida't get double pneumonia. The
activities were by and large planned well and were nicely placed around the menslon
area. And what a treat to spend the day in such an elegant place! - But those outside
vere frozen from the wind coming off the lake., Tt was fun to meet people from the Nor~
wich and Cherry Valley Cuilds -~ as always! -~ but all three Guilds had a poor showing
of peonle to demonstrate. Lots of promises, but few showed up. It went well enough
that nost of us felt it was a pood event to repeat next year, with gome changes and a
lot more Gulld support..., physically present support. The crowds were good and atten-
tive, comparatively "well-heeled,” and the people who run Lorenzo as a historic site
were pleased in general, You should mark this event on your calendar for next year --
Loronzo ilg a magnificent mansion and all the spinning/dyeing activitles were very appro-
priste thare =— and spaaking as one who was lucky enough to be inside (and warm) most
of the time, it was a rare and special feeling to sit and spin or knit in a huge old
roon, filled with elegant furniture, with a crystal chandelier (with gold deer heads!)
asove you or high pineapple four-poster bed beside you (with a beautiful candle-tufted .
bedapread!), or a floor~to-celling bookcase (glass-doors, of course) crammed with old
Leather~bound books (how preclous books were in those days!). Not a time easily for-
EOLLEN. oo :

THE SATURDAY GROUP, such as it was (Averil Bell, Eleanor. May, Carolyn Cook, Jean We)s
met at the Warholics' house and had a session of Rainbow Dyeing and talling, Mach of
both. The next meeting will be at Carolyn Cook's house and we will have a good after-
noon of SPINNING. Come prepared to work, but we will also make it a ”trqublenshootiﬂg"
time so bring problems too. Dispgruntled with your carding? Over-plying? Can't make
yourself opin with a long-draft? Troubles with your wheel? Need move practice with a
dvop spindle? Troubles with novelty plying? If any of these have a famillar ring,
this will be a good afternoon for you. Bring your wheel, spindle, carders, wool as
appropriate, but in addition bring (if you have them): dog comb, two balls of contrast-
ing icky commerclal yvarn (texture and/or color), and some of your first-spun wool. If.
you ave coming, CALL JEAN OR CAROLYN -- Jean at 339-7648 or Carolyn at 533~7297, even~
ings (Cavelyn, 256-6379 days), the 23rd or 24th, so we know how many &o antlicilpate.
Directions to Carolyn's again: Take Rt. 34 north out of Ithaca. Turn left on 34B at
Logues Harbor Imn, as if you are going to King Ferry. Go past the schools and keep
going tmtil you get to Cecil's Bar (on the right). Turn left on Lansing Statlon Road.’
In =hout one mile, there is a V and you bear to the right (Ludlow Road). The Cooks
are the 4th house on the right (a neat log house, set back a bit). The driving tim

is abtout 30 minutes for cautious drivers, from Ithaca. Bring a friend! -

WE WAMT YOUR VOTE ON MONDAY at the meeting (June 13), The Guild has an opportundty to
buy 115-pounds of black fleece at 78¢ per pound (fleeces left from the Wool Pool at
Odessa several weeks ago). All or nothing. Jean Nowack says the treasury can stand

it. Do we want it? . If yor first impulse is to say YES, then we want, to know what we
wlll do with it --you had better have some good money-making schemes up your sleeve
and/or Guild projects in mind. That 115 pounds is about 15~20 fleeces worth. You let
us_know (call or. write your nearest Guild officer 1f you aren't coming to the June meet-
ing). ' : o “ e

Speaking of the Wool Pool at Odessa, did anyone get to it? Tt was an uﬁgraded wool
pool, which isn't as interesting to go to as the graded omes, but we would like to hear
about it 1f you went...

Please check your books at home. Do you have Jean Warhclic's copy of Castino's Spinn-
ing and Dyeing the Natural Woy?! 1If so, please give it back! W

And speaking of working sessions, don't forget that the June meeting (13th) is one:
Flam Spimming with Gretchen Ham. Bring your wheels, distaff if you have ome, flax if
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you have Lhat alsob and if you have somethlng for a flax display, biing thaL also,  (Oxr:
how. about flax preparatlon tools, such as a hetchel?) It should be a FUN dayt o

Seon the 1atest edition of INTERWEAVE (Sprinp 1977)? Three articles in partjcular will
surgly interest yout “Wild Silk" by Cheryl Kol nder (if Jaan Cage 8 si]k at Wcol Day
1u*ned you 011)9 “Know Your’ ¥t : i .the |

If

care with a nota saying that Ehé Far: was bold‘ou"of-fleeces until-next year,..
any of us are going t6. "kaep up with the Joneses," We had bett 'Qrder ear1y!

oW
hor immediately, 4b9 Itish Settlement Road Freavjlle, NY 13068: ;
fill of ?rocion, Ciba, or Rit dye@, these arefdefinltely-wo fh-

Fir"t for hex woven coverlet and to Mildro Wgcudder for: her M@rit Award on her waven
coat. And we are just as PLEASED to atnounce that Billie Hall had her weavings accepted
at the “Art in the Park," Mark Twain . Vestival at Flmira - hope some. Guild: members got
down to Lhat._ Con?ratulationa to all three of you ~m'we are all Very proud of you!i!

The Seminars on American Culture, offered at Cooperatown promise to be very interest-
ing ~- the curriculum this summer includes: ”Approaches to Furpishing the Historic House
(or, The Curtains Don't Come First)," “Wew York State Architecture: Villape and Farm,”
"Furnishing Fabtrics, 1750-1850,% “Style in America,”: “American ‘Crewel Embroidery," and
MORE, of coursen_ These are comjng up 1In’ July and you'd bétter get in gear —- Write
Semlnars . on’ Américan Culture, New York State Historical Association, Caoperstown5 MY -
13326, or call Jean Warholic for a gander at hex. brochure of the courses.-.

THE SPINNING MDSIC PROGRAM in case, you missed its had a nice valiety of pieces in it,
Jegn Nowack kindly sent us this. brief review: Ronald Steelé, on the music faculty of
the University. of Massachusatts, was the, announcer, . He. started with an excellent,

short history of the spinning’ wheel, Lt was interesting to note how -simllar the musi~ °
cal motif used to indicate the moving spinnlng wheel was in all the works... There
were eight pleces played:. (1) Gretehen am Spimnrade by Schubert; (2) Opus 67, no. 4
(Spirming Seng) by MEndelssohng (3) MElisande at the Spinning Wheel by Sibelius; (4)
The Woman Who Sping. frot el Pactbre by Casais, (5) Phoebe. at the. Spinnwng Wheel from .
Yeoman of the Gudrd by Gilbert and Sullivans (6) Mother at the Spimning Wheel from The
Seasons (Winter Section) by Hayden; (7) the Spinning Chorus from The Flying Dutchman by
Wegner (Lilezt transeription); and (8) Omphale'“ Spﬁnninq Wh??l by SainL Sadns. A little
something Ior éveryone,.. : _ : S

O MAKE PARTILULAR NOTE of the forthcommmg events on Lhe next pape.ﬁ We will be needing
lotg of person-power (¢ -~ GUILD PCWER) this summer.* In addition, an opportunity has
arisen we should seriously discuss at the June meeting. The Stills. Photography Studio
(104 N. Aurora, 2nd Floor) has closed for the summer.  Heldl Wurlitzer, Stoneware Gallery
(next door), will rent the space for about $80 (negotiable) for the tionth of August as
an exhiblt or sales space. Would the Guild like to pursue this matter? Would you like
to approach the Textile Arts Guild for a joint sales venture? Do we ‘have the labor

force and/or items to sell and/ox display???? Let's have your ideas on this... Jean
Warholic has more detalls on the matter... ' -




JAVING ON A CROSS WORD (or with The Sheepish Grin)

- ACROSS

1. Diplomacy

5. a bobbin
9., Greek letter
12. sSmell
14. Ground cavity

15. Back Order {abbr.}
16. Fleece to
18. An antiseptic
20. Auditor (abbr.)
22. Ladles traw
23. Recline
24. An attempt (colloqg.}
26. Hebrew letter
28. To separate fibers
32. Leftover warp thread
34. Necessity
36. cotton
37. Mouth (slang)
39. down
41. Research {(aabr.)
42, An interjection
44, E, African River
46, spindle
48, Personal pronoun
. 49, Tennis stroke
.51, Kind of star
53. Sound perceiving parts
- 55, Weaver's frame
57. ‘Horizontal threads
59, Flower yielding vellow
’ dye
62. " .rack
64. Loom device
66. San Blas Island blouse
67. Male youth
69. Mordant
71. Neither
72. 8heep's covering
75. 0ld Testament juniper
77. Above position
78. Be ill
79. Former name of Ireland
8l. Fleece wave
83. Ineffectual thing
84. Past tense of slide
85, To become aware of
sounds
DCWN
1. Telliurium (chem.)
2. Woof
3. Infant's quarters

4.. cashmere's home

5. Yarn from parallel arrange-

ment of fibers

1T 2 @3 4 5 10 |11
12
15 6 7
20 21 22
24 25 6
32 33 34
7 - p8 39
42 W3 4 45
49 50 51 .52
55 56 7
62 63 4 65 6
7 h8 69 70 71
72 73 P4 75 76 77
78 79 | 30 1 82
3 4 5
bown ({(continued) )
6. Part of psyche 47. Perarbulator (Brit;
7. Short piece of silk collog. )
8. A legal right 50. Disapproving sound
9. Weaving term 52. Frightened
10. Stannous chloride 54, Suffix (meaning the
11. Noun suffix act)
12. Oral cavity 56. Burrowing mammal
15. Plant stem fiber 58. Prefix (far off)
17. Natural dyer's &0. Small vessel
paradise 61. Any fiber spun into
19. Extending far strands
downward 63. To weave together
21. To move suddenly 65. Netherlands people
25. To destroy by fire 68. The devil _
27. shep 70. Nothing more than
29. Invisible mixture 72, Craze
of gases 72. Long Igland University
30. Kind of duck {abbr.)
31l. To lessen 74. 01d age
33. Chief 76. Missing In Action
35. To challenge (abbr.)
38. Parm implement 80. Rhode Island (abbr.)
40. Dyestuff yielding 82. Man's title
blue .o ,
42. Right angles The first threg to send in correct
. complete solution can come to select
43. Circular band . . .
a5 85 each of their choice of item(s)

Always

From The Sheepish Grin.

Hypod
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AD_SECTION

LOOMS FOR RENT -- four harnesg, 24" (35/week or $20/month}, two harness, 16" {($3/week or
$10/month). Jean Nowack, RD #1, Spencer, N.Y. 14883, {(607/564~9241) ®3/3%

THE TABBY SHOP carries Harrisville Designs loom kits - 22" and 36" (jack type, floor
looms) , as well as hobbins, shuttles, reeds, heddles, winders, etc. Plans for making
your-own loom (42" to 54"). ‘Looms for rent, $5/week. Yarns are mostly cotton and linen.
Need a boost to get started with weaving? Call Mildred Scudder, 273-3308. *3/3%

BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED WOOL AND SAXONY WHEELS made on order from $165.00. New Minor's
heads, $45.00. Extra and/or replacement bhobbins, spindles, ete. made to match your
fine antique wheels. I am now able to handle all fine antique restoration and refinigh-
ing. Norm Hall, Box 648, No. Norwich, N.Y, 13814, (607/334-7336) 3/1

ACID DYED "SILK & WOOL" for heather blending. (You saw them at Wool Dayl) Packaged . - .
three ways: (1) Color Wheel; {(2) Analogous Schemes: or (3) Rainbow (reds & oranges, ?eds
& yellows, reds & rust, reds & purples, greens & blues, greens & yellows, etc.). Piak
youxr combination, 4~oz./$5.30. ¥FALLBROOK HOUSE, 480 Canton St., Troy, PA. 16947, 3/2

FOR SALE: Two walking wheels, quilling wheel, four-arm varn winder. Weed some work;

. prices vary. WNice 614 distaff for flax wheel, §10. We also have one extra Ashford
" wheel kit ($65) coming in July,. and an extra Jumbo flyer ($20) in hand. Jean Warholic,

280 Ringwood Road, Freeville, M.¥. 13068. (607/539-7648 evenings) . | 3/2

THE SHEEPISM GRIN, 7% miles noxthwest of Ithaca, at the corner of Rt. 96 & Parke Road,
Jacksonville, is moving to "grinner pastures.” Wed.-gat., June 8-25, 10 a.m. to 3 p,m.,
will see a “GRIN AND BARE Yo" sale of looms, yarng, fibers, carders, carding machines,
dyestuffs, mordants, books, THE WORKS! (607/387—5453) 1/1

ASHFORD WHERL ORDERS. You may place an order through the Guild whether: or.not you. live:
in the area or are a member. These kite are individually boxed and will;@qmé%directlynr
to you; the extra bobbins come to the Guild and you must make arrangaménts,ibr_thQSe. ;
If we do not have a full order at the time we receive yours (we must Have a minimum of

15 wheels or % Jumbo flyers, for example, to obtain our price break), we will hold your
order until it can be sent -- normally, this is not more than several weeks at the most,

There will be a four-month waiting period for your order to reach you from Ashford,

~ Prices and info. are as follows: WEHEEL KITS ($50 - wheel, 4 bobbins, lazy kate for ply-

ing; for $10 extra, your wheel will be finished with walnut stain and polished by Ash-~
ford, specify. if you want this); JUMBO FLYER (815 - flyer unit, 4 bobbins); REGULAR
"BOBBINS (85% each) and JUMBO BOBBINS {$1.05 each). You will be charged customs fees

on the wheel kits (about $3) and Jumbo flyer units (about $1) when they come to you;
customs fees are included in the prices for the extra hobbins in both gizes. Make your
checks payable ggﬁﬁlack Sheep Handspinners Guild and send with your order to: Jean
Nowack, RD #1, Spencer, N.¥. 14883,

Ads are 50¢ per ad per issue, or $1/3 issues (or 3 ads in one issue). With the excep~
tion of the Ashford ad (Guild), there is a maximum of four lines per ad. Items adver~
tiged must be related to spinning or the fiber arts. One Ffree ad given in the event of
typigtls error, DEADLINE FOR ADS: 25th of each month. Sorry, we cannot run photographs
ox drawlngs with your ad. .

Send payment with ad copy - (checks payable to Black Sheep Handspinners Guild) to: Mrs.
Jean Warholic, 280 Ringwood Road, Freeville, M.Y. 13068, (Call if questions, 5397648,
evenings. ) . '




